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Dear Parents, Staff and Students,   
 
AN EASTER REFLECTION FOR PARENTS 
The following is an excellent reflection for parents of teenagers, looking at the Stations of the Cross.  Our faith can 
be tremendous support as challenges and joys are faced each day. 
 
Jesus is condemned to death  Think of when you (as a parent) have had to stand tall in the face of ridicule – when 
teenage children question your values, friends disagree with your parenting habits or when the whole shopping 
centre watches as your toddler throws a tantrum.  Lord help me to stand up for what I believe in the midst of 
ridicule. 
 

Jesus carries the cross  You carry your cross with every burden that being a parent places on your 
shoulders – the nights worrying about the son/daughter who is out late with their friends.  The hours, 

weeks and months caring for a sick child or the fights with your adolescent child.  Jesus I know 
that I will experience difficult times as a parent.  Help me to put up with these for the sake of 
my family. 

 
Jesus falls  As a parent you are often wounded.  You fall under the weight of the parenting cross, you are exhausted 
from lack of sleep, you temporarily lose your way and you feel you can’t keep it together.  Lord give me strength to 
stand up after I fall. 
 
Jesus meets his mother  You can be lifted by those who share your pain – your friends and loved ones who feel 
helpless as you care for a sick child, support a struggling student or work with an oppositional child.  Lord thank 
you for those who support me and care in difficult times. 
 
Simon carries Jesus’ cross  So often people help you carry the parenting cross – your partner, your own parents, 
teachers, doctors, friends, other parents.  Lord bless those who help me along the way. 
 
Veronica wipes Jesus’ face   For those moments of grace when you wiped food from the toddler’s chin, or soaked 
sweat from the forehead of the child with fever.  Thank you God for the opportunity to make a difference in my 
family’s lives. 
 
Jesus speaks to the holy women  There are times when you are wounded but minister to others.  The sick mother 
who continues to take the kids to school, get the ironing done or go to work.  The dad who is exhausted from 
shiftwork but kicks the ball with his son at the park.  Lord may I always see others in need. 
 
Jesus is stripped of his garments  There are times when earthly possessions are taken away through disaster, loss of 
employment, struggle with interest rates, loss or theft.  Jesus, may we never get caught up with earthly possessions 
but remember the value of your Kingdom. 
 
Jesus is nailed to the cross  Sometimes you are helpless and unable to minister to your family because of illness, 
mental anguish, divorce, separation or travel.  Lord help us in our own suffering so that some good may come from 
our struggle. 
 
Jesus dies on the cross  There are losses along the way.  You sometimes experience dark times that are not life 
giving.  You struggle with the pressures of life.  Lord be with me in my hours of need. 
 
The Resurrection  Many parenting experiences have “resurrection” possibilities.  Your soul is raised 
when your child says, “I love you”.  You see them graduate, win their soccer game, do well in an 
exam, overcome an obstacle, bounce back from an illness, get a job, meet a life-giving partner.  
These hope-filled moments of glory see us triumph over struggles, difficult situations and dark times.  
“God comes to us disguised as everyday life.”  Christ is with us in our ups and downs.  That’s where we find Him..:



STAFFING 
It is wonderful news that CBHS staff members Mr Alan Davies and Ms Tenielle Skellern are getting married during the end of term 
holidays.  They will then take Term 2 off for a honeymoon. 
 
We welcome to CBHS Mr Matt McCormack who will teach 6D and Mr Anthony Feeney who will teach in the secondary TAS 
Department. 
 
Mrs Kayla Davoren will commence Maternity Leave and be away for the remainder of 2016.  Mr Gary Gibbs will work in the 
Diverse Learning Centre as her replacement. 
 
Mr Rhys Skellern has been appointed the caretaker of Terrigal.  He will commence duties at the start of Term 2. 
 
In other staff news Mr Andrew Adamopoulos has advised that after an extensive amount of leave, he will not be returning to 
CBHS. 
 

CONGRATULATIONS ON AN OUTSTANDING ACHIEVEMENT 
Congratulations to Oskar Stubbs from Year 7 who recently won the Catholic Schools Debating/Public Speaking Competition for 
Year 7.  This is an excellent achievement as the calibre of each competitor was excellent.  Oskar spoke on “Be afraid, be very 
afraid”.  Oskar was presented with his plaque and certificate at a whole school assembly on Monday. 
 
FOUNDER’S DAY 2016 
Our Pastoral Team has been investigating an alternative to our Founder’s Day picnic on 6th May for the 125th Anniversary.  
Unfortunately, we have not been able to find any appropriate alternative.  We will therefore spend some money on refreshing the 
activities during the day. 
 
BUSES 
Thank you very much to our Deputy Principal, Mr Joe Zavone, who does an excellent job with buses.  In the last two years he has 
obtained four extra buses, thus reducing overcrowding considerably. 
 
MCC REVIEW 
It has become apparent over the last couple of weeks that some confusion exists with some parents over our MCC policy.  This is a 
good time to review our MCC policies and our procedures.  Mr Zavone will chair a panel that will involve someone from the 
PDHPE Department, a Pastoral Team member and outside MCC expert.  All parents, staff and students will be given a survey and 
they can contribute if they wish.  A targeted group of staff, parents and students will be interviewed.  If you would like to have a say 
about MCC sport, please check Highlights for the survey link next term. 
 
With the guidance of Blessed Edmund Rice, may we continue to strive with strength to be of service to others. Live Jesus in our Hearts Forever. 
 
Yours truly,  
 
 
 
Br Paul Conn 
Principal 
 
CURRICULUM UPDATE 
YEARS 5 -11 INTERIM REPORTS  
Interim Reports are written for students in Years 5-11 and will be posted to residential addresses at the end of Term 1. The Interim 
Reports are designed to provide an indication of how your son has progressed through Term 1 and will provide a starting point for 
the upcoming Parent/Teacher Meetings.    
  
For the Interim Report there are four areas that are reported on:  
� Overall Academic Progress  
� Contribution to class activities  
� Completion of set tasks  
� Respectfulness.  
 
Then each of these areas require a level of "competency" either a 1 or 2 or 3  
 
1 = Above expected standard  
2 = Meets expected standard  
3 = Below expected standard 
 



YEARS 5 -10 PARENT/TEACHER MEETINGS VIA THE NEW SENTRAL PARENT PORTAL 
Last year we introduced a new management system called Sentral. Sentral is an online tool that allows CBHS to enhance its 
communication regarding your son’s learning and therefore strengthen the valued partnership between Christian Brothers’ High 
School Lewisham and the parent community.  
 
The Parent/Teacher Meetings for Years 5-10 are scheduled for Monday 9th May 2016.  For new families to our community, a letter 
containing important information on how parents book online via Sentral for specific times will be posted to residential addresses 
this week. If residential details have changed, and families have not informed the school, please direct your son to Student Services 
to collect a change of address form. This day is a student free day and students must attend in full school uniform. Bookings are 
available from the Easter break.  
 
New families to our community are asked to secure the Sentral Parent/Meeting letter in an easy-to-remember place as it 
has an unique booking code for each student/family.  
 
YEARS 11-12 PARENT/TEACHER MEETINGS VIA THE NEW SENTRAL PARENT PORTAL   
Parent/Teacher Meetings for Years 11 and 12 are scheduled for Tuesday 17th May 2016 commencing at 2.05pm (all other years will 
be dismissed at 1.35 pm on this day). Again, for new families to our community, a letter containing important information on how 
parents book online via Sentral for specific times will be posted to residential addresses this week. If residential details have changed, 
and families have not informed the school, please direct your son to Student Services to collect a change of address form. Students 
must attend Parent/Teacher Meetings in full school uniform. Bookings are available from the Easter break. 
 
New families to our community are asked to secure the Sentral Parent/Meeting letter in an easy-to-remember place as it 
has an unique booking code for each student/family.  
 
While Year 11 students will only have the Interim Report to complement their Parent/Teacher Meetings, I would suggest that a 
good starting point for these meetings is to reflect on students’ performance so far in assessment tasks in various subjects and their 
level of engagement and achievement in regular classes. Year 11 students underwent quite a thorough reflection of their subjects in 
Week 5 and 6 of Term 1 so the upcoming meetings will be an ideal opportunity to discuss their progress since then.  
 
For Year 12 students these meetings are a good opportunity to reflect on the recent examinations and consider a way forward for 
the rest of the academic year. Year 12 students will have their reports as a starting point for these meetings. Information regarding 
the administration of the Parent/Teacher Meetings will be posted to residential addresses at the end of Term 1. Year 12 Reports will 
be posted to residential addresses early in Term 2 and in time for the Parent/Teacher Meetings.  
 
Please contact the I.T. Department (only) on 8585 1744 regarding concerns or assistance with booking online in Sentral for 
Parent/Teacher Meetings.   

Mrs Monica O’Brien 
Assistant Principal – Curriculum 

 
PUBLIC SPEAKING AND DEBATING NEWS 
Mark Williams, Steven Zamagias, Daniel Versace (Year 11), Harry Lawler-Burn (Year 10), Zachariah Fawor (Year 8) and Oskar 
Stubbs (Year 7) represented the School in the CSDA competition this year. Their chosen topics, selected from a prescribed list, 
included The Sound of Music and Be Afraid, Very Afraid. They had every reason to be afraid because this is a very tough competition, 
attracting 700 of the best speakers from all over Sydney. 
 
Zachariah and Oskar successfully negotiated Round 1 and proceeded to the Zone Finals. Both spoke well but Oskar, having 
impressed the judges, went on to win the Year 7 Division of the Grand-final at St Gregory’s College, Campbelltown.  What gave 
him the edge? Oskar has a very natural style and his speech, although well-prepared, had an impromptu quality. It sounded as if it 
was being constructed as he spoke; this goes to the heart of good public speaking. The speech has to be original, must sound 
natural, and must capture and keep the audience’s attention. Oskar managed to do this not just by arguing a point of view, but by 
informing and entertaining his audience all at the same time.  
 
Oskar’s win in 2016 is the first Lewisham win in the history of the Competition. In the past some have progressed to the finals, no 
one has been placed in the top four positions in any division of the competition.  Oskar has carried the flag for Lewisham and 
proved that with some skill, hard work and persistence, Lewisham students can achieve great things.  We thank Oskar for letting his 
light shine and being an inspiration for others.  Congratulations to all of our talented public speakers for speaking and speaking so 
well in this year’s competition. We look forward to seeing them in action again soon! 
 
Debating  
The first Round of the CSDA competition is on Friday 1st April and preparation for that event is well underway.  A large number of 
Year 7 students together with a few new recruits in the more senior years have joined the regular corps of debaters for training on 
Tuesday afternoons.  Lewisham students have excelled in debating, another form of public speaking where the speaker is given very 
little warning of the topic and must present an instant speech.  They have learnt to be organised, efficient and able to think on their 
feet; quite a feat on a Friday night after a busy week at school. We wish them well in the competition this year. 

Mr Paul McCallum 
 



 
 
 

 
 
MCC SPORT REPORT    
Trials for our Winter Sports of Rugby League and Football continue today, Wednesday 23rd March at Beaman for all 
ages except Opens Football who will train at Arlington.  For the benefit of our new parents boys will be provided with 
return transport to Beaman and depart after school at 3.20 pm and will arrive back at school at approximately 5.15 pm. 
 
All parents requiring information about NSW Combined Catholic College teams and events should visit the new 
website at www.csss.nsw.edu.au to download all information and entry forms. Please note that ALL individual entries 
and nominations must be done by parents of interested students via this process. Families should check the website for 
clarification so your sons don’t miss out. 
 
Congratulations to our boys in the swim team who competed in the MCC Championships last Thursday. The team 
finished in 5th place overall with a 3rd in the Seniors, a 2nd in the Juveniles and a 6th in the Junior trophy. The highlight 
of the night was the MCC Record breaking performance of our U15 4 x 50m Medley team of Johnson Chau, Daniel 
Babaian, Daniel Yoon and James Trigazis. Other Lewisham Champions were Toby Schneider in the U15 50m 
Breaststroke, James Trigazis U16 50m Breaststroke and Sebastian Rizzo in the Seniors 50m Backstroke. Thank you to 
our Year 8 and 12 supporters, both staff and students on the night as well as all the parents in attendance. 
 
Congratulations again to Kai Hammond (U13) Year 8 who ran in the NSW Little Athletics on the weekend and 
achieved some great results of 2nd in 3000m, 3rd in 1500m and 5th  in 800m. Well done Kai. 

David Mamo 
Sports Coordinator 

 

Young Writers and Critics Awards  
Marrickville Library and History’s Young Writers and Critics Awards are now open, with winners in each age division to take home 
$250. The Awards aim to discover talented creatives aged 12-18 who live, work or study in the Marrickville area. In 2016, there are 
three categories: Young Writers, Young Critics, and the Anne Nguyen Young Writers Award. Linda Morris, Arts and Books writer 
at The Sydney Morning Herald and The Age – and judge for the Young Critics Award category – says she embraced reading and writing 
at a formative time in life. “Reading and writing gave me a wonderfully warm interior world growing up. It's the perfect way to draw 
up the castle bridge when high school gets hectic, the playground gets brutal and the hormones go yo-yo” Linda said. The 2016 
Awards also include the Anne Nguyen Young Writers category. Anne, who passed away in 2015, was a committed Library staff 
member. The award named for Anne will ask entrants to discuss how young people can positively impact the local environment. 
David Imrie, Chief Executive of Keep NSW Beautiful – and judge for the Anne Nguyen Young Writers category – says that young 
people play a key role in environmental preservation. The Awards close Friday 13th May. More information can be found on the 
Library’s webpage under ‘events and activities’ or at marrickville.nsw.gov.au/en/library/events-at-the-library/young-writers-and-
critics-awards-2016/  
 
School holiday activities  
DIY Comic Craft 
Be part of the comic frenzy. Bring in a mobile case, a bag, canvas or even a pair of heels, and cover them with comics. Come at 11 
am and stay for as long as it takes to craft your comic creation. Comic books (to cut into pieces) and other essentials (like Mod 
Podge) will be provided. Pinterest search ‘DIY Comic Craft’ to get inspired.  For 12-18 years olds. Free. Bookings essential via 9335 
2173 or marrickvillelibrary.eventbrite.com.au 
Monday, 11th April 11am – 1pm  Marrickville Library 
 
Pet portrait masterclass 
Pet portraits are having a moment.  Don’t miss it.  Bring along an A4 print out of your pet and join inner-west artist, Carmen Hui, 
for a masterclass in pencil drawing your animal companion.  The best bit: everyone gets to take home their work of art.  Perfect for 
the bedroom wall.  We like to keep workshops small, so bookings essential. $10. Book online via 
marrickvillelibrary.eventbrite.com.au 
Monday 18th April – 3 pm-5.30 pm  Marrickville Library 

 



 


