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“If you have come to help me, then I don not need your help, but if you have come because you believe that your 

liberation is bound up with mine, then we can work together.” 
Aboriginal activists group, Queensland, 1970s 

Dear Parents, Staff and Students,   
 
I sincerely trust that all students and staff have had a wonderful two-week holiday break and have returned to school 
revived and refreshed for a term of productive, constructive learning.  I also hope that students and parents have read 
thgrough the half-yearly reports carefully and have reflected on the marks in order to give positive direction to the rest 
of the year. 
 
PERU TRIP 
Staff and students have just returned from a very successful trip to Peru.  Staff and 10 students built a house for a very 
poor family whose mother has cancer and worked with our partner school Fe y Alegria.  A full report on the trip and 
full report on the exciting new formation and spirituality program at Terrigal will be given at the Parents & Friends 
Open Forum which will be held on Tuesday, 9th August.  Thank you to our 10 students from Year 11 who were 
outstanding ambassadors for the school:  Oliver Ashby, Marco Bautista, Nicholas Cipriani, Alec Fitzgerald-Muir, Blake 
Griffith, Johnny Mikhael, James Trigazis, Dion Vlachos, Finbarr Warren and Steven Zamagias.  Thanks also to staff 
members Mrs Bernadette Yates, Mr David Watt and Mr Paul Maher who accompanied them.  Special thanks to Tour 
Leader Mr Greg Yates who did an excellent job with outstanding organisation and communication to ensure a most 
beneficial trip for all.  More about the trip will be provided in coming newsletters. 
 
P&F NEWS 
Mrs Mimo Summers, President of the P&F, has announced that she is relocating to the Hunter Valley.  I would like to 
thank Mimo for her excellent work as P&F President.  Thank you very much to Mrs Felicia Calautti who has agreed to 
be President for the remaining 18 months of this P&F term and Mr Michael Alafaci who has agreed to be Secretary.  
This means the P&F Executive is now: 
 President Mrs Felicia Calautti 
 Secretary Mr Michael Alafaci 
 Treasurer Mr Joe Reaiche 
 Committee Members Kate Versonis, Vicky Ampoulos, Kelly Busuttil, Nikki Vlahos 
 
NAIDOC ASSEMBLY 
Today we will celebrate our NAIDOC Assembly.  CBHS is committed to the reconciliation process as per our 
Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander Belief Statement.  This document outlines the values and priorities we hold at 
CBHS Lewisham in terms of the powerful history, heritage and contributions of Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander 
people.  The Belief Statement is not just a recognition and acknowledgment of the contributions that Aboriginal and 
Torres Strait Islander cultures make to our country and our society, but more importantly outlines the specific role we 
all have as members of the CBHS Lewisham community in working and learning together as we move forward with 
those whose footsteps first graced this land.  I thank Mr Greg Yates, Mr Kaleb Taylor, Mrs Tracey Malloy and 
Mrs Marea Soulos for their wonderful efforts in developing this significant document. 
 
With the guidance of Blessed Edmund Rice, may we continue to strive with strength to be of service to others.  Live Jesus in our Hearts 
Forever. 
 
Yours truly,  
 
 
Br Paul Conn 
Principal 



CURRICULUM UPDATE 
STRONGER HSC STANDARDS The following information has been communicated by the Board of Studies, Teaching 
and Educational Standards (BOSTES).  The New South Wales Higher School Certificate (HSC) is a highly valued 
credential in Australia and internationally. BOSTES has identified key areas for reform through extensive consideration 
of issues relating to the HSC at board level and in consultation with major stakeholders over the past three years.  At 
the heart of the HSC reforms is the establishment of a minimum standard in literacy and numeracy for the award of 
the HSC. The minimum standard reform underpins the two other areas of reform – Curriculum and Assessment – 
through revised course structure and content, as well as streamlined assessment.  These changes will provide a flexible 
HSC that caters for the needs of all students, with options to extend students in their studies.  
 
The Reforms  The reforms will be implemented in two phases, with initial changes announced by the Minister for 
Education, Adrian Piccoli, on 19th July 2016. These reforms will come into effect over the next four years along with 
new Year 11 and 12 syllabuses in English, maths, science and history.  They include:  

• establishing a minimum literacy and numeracy standard from 2020. Students in Year 9 from 2017 will be able 
to meet the standard by achieving Band 8 in NAPLAN in reading, writing and numeracy. From 2018, an 
online literacy and numeracy test will be available for students to demonstrate they have met the standard; 

• establishing a regular review cycle of syllabuses provided online.  Syllabuses will provide more opportunities 
for students to master knowledge and skills; 

• new courses, starting with a Science Extension course for Year 12 from 2019; 

• introducing rigourous guidelines for effective school-based assessment that focuses on the application of 
knowledge and skills, and reduces student stress by capping the number of tasks; 

• redesign HSC exam questions to assess depth of knowledge and application of skills; 

• apply a common scale for maths, to encourage students to study the maths course best suited to their level of 
ability. 
 

BOSTES will continue to work with teachers, educators, parents, business and the community to ensure the HSC 
reforms provide a solid grounding for all students, and opportunities to extend their abilities and interests in 
preparation for the next phase of their lives. 
 
Literacy and numeracy standard  From 2020, students will be required to reach a minimum literacy and numeracy 
standard to be eligible for the HSC in addition to the existing requirements. Students can meet the standard by 
achieving a Band 8 in Year 9 NAPLAN (National Assessment Program – Literacy and Numeracy) in each of their 
reading, writing and numeracy tests from 2017. From 2018, an online literacy and numeracy test will be available for 
students to demonstrate they have met the standard. 
 
Timeline  The HSC reforms will come into effect over the next four years.  
 
YEAR 7-10 ASSESSMENT TASKS FOR SEMESTER TWO   Parents are reminded that assessment tasks in Semester 2 
will reflect all assessment tasks completed in Term 3 and 4. The Assessment Policy clearly outlines and explicitly the 
well-established protocols governing assessment tasks.  The CBHS Lewisham Assessment Policy is drawn up with the 
clear intention of being considerate and just to all and ensures a level playing field for all students. It protects the great 
majority of students who consistently do the right thing by: 

• applying themselves with diligence to all set tasks 

• thoroughly familiarising themselves with the academic expectations of CBHS Lewisham 

• following all examination rules 

• submitting their own work by the specified due date to the specified teacher 

• providing advanced notice, where possible, of absence for an assessment task 

• providing appropriate medical documentation to the relevant teacher immediately on return to school when 
an assessment task is not submitted on the due date 

• discussing the result of the task, with relevant teacher, at the time the assessment task is returned. 
 
Students who are absent on the day an assessment task is due, can expect to submit the assessment task on the day of 
their return to school.  In addition, it is important for all parents to note that the CBHS Lewisham Reception or 
Student Services has never been and will never be a place to submit assessment tasks.  Reception or Student Services 
will not accept assessment tasks from either parents or students.  Parents who just “drop in” and insist on leaving 
assessment tasks at Reception or Student Services will incur at the very least, a 20% deduction for their sons and risk 
the assessment tasks not being processed with absolutely no recourse for appeal.     



Ignorance does not constitute a reasonable or valid excuse to breach any of the above mentioned procedures. It is 
unfortunate when individuals, accepting high academic expectations and standards, take exception to the application of 
these standards to them.  Fortunately, parents and students are very appreciative and supportive of the CBHS 
Lewisham high academic expectations and standards.  
 
YEAR 10 INTERVIEWS FOR YEAR 11 2017  
Year 10 students returning to Christian Brothers’ High School Lewisham in 2017 will have an interview regarding their 
Year 11 subject selections and pattern of study on Friday, 5th August in the Br Julian McDonald Centre foyer.  As 
discussed at the Year 11 Information Evening earlier this year, a parent must also be in attendance at this interview. 
Letters with individual student/parent interview times have been posted home to residential addresses this week. The 
interview should only take about 20 minutes and parents/students are asked to attend at the allocated interview time 
(only).  The interview will be with a Key Learning Area Coordinator or an experienced member of staff.  The proposed 
Year 11 pattern of study will be discussed ensuring that students have chosen appropriate courses and will meet NSW 
Board of Studies, Teaching and Educational Standards (BOSTES) requirements for the Preliminary HSC (Year 11) 
course.  Students must wear their full school uniform to the interview. 
 
There are no scheduled classes for Year 10 on Friday, 5th August.  Students are required to make sure that they attend 
their interviews with a parent at the scheduled time and then move directly home.  Conanti Corona – a crown to the one 
who strives.                                                                          Monica O'Brien, Assistant Principal – Curriculum 
 
FROM THE COUNSELLORS  Welcome to the first edition of our Counsellors at CBHS.  Over 

the coming weeks Alessandro and Liza will be contributing 
different articles for you as parents and friends of CBHS.  Liza’s 
focus for this term will be Parenting Skills, whilst Alessandro will 
be focusing on current issues and digital media.  For those who 
would like more information about the Counselling Services here 
at CBHS please refer to this page on the school’s website: 
http://www.cbhslewisham.nsw.edu.au/#!counselling-
services/bv7ze 
We hope that you enjoy the articles and find them useful.  Please 
do not hesitate to contact us for more information or if you have 

any suggestions or ideas.                                                                   Mr Alessandro Digiacomo and Ms Liza Adams 
 
PARENTING IN PRACTICE 1 
Over the coming weeks I will be sharing with you excerpts from a book title Parenting in Practice.  I was privileged to 
have worked with the authors of this book, Joseph Degeling and Christine Langridge, at The John Berne School.  The 
first edition sold out in two months and was an enormous success.  Both Joe and Chris have tremendous experience, 
both as parents themselves, and working with young people in schools.  Joe and Chris developed and ran successful 
parenting programs for a number of years, with both continuing their work in this field.  I cannot recommend them or 
their book highly enough. 
 
“Being a parent is not an easy task; there is no instruction manual, nor is there any qualification you need before becoming one.  There are 
times when you do not know what to do or how to respond to your child.  It can become easy for us to accept excuses for our children’s 
unacceptable behaviour, rather than seeking positive solutions for change. 
 
One of the hardest parts of being a parent is asking ourselves, “Is there something I could be doing differently or better?” This question is 
hard for us to ask because “I” is the key word, meaning that it places our parenting skills on the line.  Asking this question does not mean 
that we are accepting blame – it means that we are being reflective of our own personal parenting style.” 
 
Like anyone in any profession or any walk of life, it is vital that we are reflective on what we are doing, how we are 
doing it, the impact it is having on us and the impact it is having on others.  Parenting is no different.  I think everyone 
would agree that as parents we never stop learning – and one of the most important aspects of any learning process 
is … Reflecting.  Taking the time to breathe and to focus on what it is that you are doing and, more importantly, 
whether you would do the same thing again or do it differently.    
 



 
 
 
 
 
Chris and Joe devote a section to “There is No Such Thing as a Perfect Parent” – such an important concept to understand.  
Like everything else in our lives, we tend to be our worst critics but when it comes to parenting, we tend to believe for 
some reason that we are meant to get it right every time.  When we recognise that we may not have got it right, we may 
need to change our tack, we may need support, a whole world of possibilities becomes open to us - but none more 
important than developing the relationship with our child.   
 
So what do we do when things don’t go to plan and we don’t get the response we wanted?  First and foremost, stay 
calm!  Nothing ever gets resolved or fixed when we are panicking, frustrated or angry.  Take some time out to really 
stop and think about what happened and why – not just for you, but also for your child.  If at all possible, a really good 
option is to open up the communication and to sit down and talk to them about what happened and what they 
thought.  This will add tremendous amount of information to what you were thinking.  Between the two (or three) of 
you, possibilities may open up and including your child in the discussion empowers them.  Empowering your child 
does not have to be as scary as it sounds.  In fact, research has shown that children tend to dish out worse 
consequences for themselves than their parents (or teachers) initially would have, when given this option.  This 
discussion will allow you to really stop and reflect on what has happened so that next time you need to intervene, it will 
be done in a way where both parties will hopefully benefit. 
 
Believe me though; I understand that this may not be possible – initially!  This may be a time where you may need to 
get some support or help.  Reading a book, like Parenting in Practice, has lots of realistic tips and strategies.  Seeking the 
support of the School Counsellors is also another option.  One thing I want you all to know is that you are never alone 
and you are not the only ones.  Whenever I have been involved in parenting programs I am always surprised by the 
number of parents who say “I thought I was the only one” – this is definitely not the case.  The other 29 in the 
parenting course, who were all sitting there nodding, were definitely testament to that no one is ever the only one.   
 
Lastly, and most importantly, take some time out – have a coffee with a friend, go for a walk, watch your favourite TV 
show, read a book – but always try to find some “me time”.  I can hear what some of you are thinking – “I don’t have 
time for that” but you’re not going to be good to anyone when you are stressed, angry, frustrated or tired. 

Ms Liza Adams, School Counsellor 
 
MCC SPORT REPORT   
The MCC season for our Winter Sports of Rugby League and Football have reached the Semi Final stages this week 
and we hope that the impending bad weather will not lead to the abandonment of matches.  As things stand, if the 
games are washed out then first and second placed teams will progress to the Grand Finals next week.  Our table 
positions are in ( ) below. Semi Finals this week are: 
 
Rugby League: Praying for NO WASHOUTS! 
U15 (3) v Randwick 10am (Depart 830 am) at Heffron U14 (4) v Ryde at Holy Cross Br Olsen 1.15 pm  
U13A (4) v Ryde at Holy Cross Cressy 2.15 pm U13B (3) v Pagewood at Nagle 1.15 pm 
 
Football: all games v North Shore 
2nd XI (2) at Fraser Park 1.15 pm  U14 (3) and U15 (1) at Arlington 1.15 pm/2.15 pm  
U13B (1) and U13A (1) at Cammeray 1.15 pm/2.15 pm 
 
Congratulations to all our teams, but especially our minor premiers in the U13A, U13B and U15 Football.  This week’s 
venues for training are: 

• Rugby League: all teams at Beaman 

• Football:  2nd XI at and U15 at Arlington U14, U13A & U13B at Beaman. 
 
All parents requiring information about NSW Combined Catholic College teams and events should visit the new 
website at www.csss.nsw.edu.au to download all information and entry forms. Please note that ALL individual 
entries and nominations must be done by parents of interested students via this process. Failure to do this will 
make your sons ineligible for MCC and CCC Selection. Families should check the website for clarification so your sons 
don’t miss out. 

David Mamo, Sports Coordinator 


