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ANZAC DAY  This week we commemorated ANZAC Day.   
 
As our normal reflection I thought I would like to share this extract given by the Prime Minister, Mr John Howard, at 
the Hellfire Pass, Thailand, 25th April 1998. 
 
“As we gather here to face the dawn, we honour those who faced the night.  Not a night of rest nor dreams, not a night of shared laughter 
or the warmth of homefire, but a monstrous corruption of nature, an eclipse of humanity itself.  And yet, when we look at the night sky, 
the wonder we feel is surely for the stars, not the black veil behind them.  So too, our wonder is for these men, whose sparks of courage shine 
bright through the distance of time.  Their story of sacrifice and suffering, of constancy and compassion, illuminates the very essence of the 
Anzac spirit.  For, of all our heroes, they were armed with human virtue alone and their victory was over the darkest recesses of the human 
heart. 
 
To a superb tradition of self discipline under fire was added selflessness and ingenuity.  To a heritage of wild reckless bravery was added 
cold calculated valour sustained for years.  To the world, proof was given that tyranny, in the end, has no power over the courage and 
decency of ordinary men and women.  It is an example to which we all aspire – as relevant in peace as to war, to our future as to our past.  
And on this sacred day, at this most sacred place, we honour all Australian service men and women who gave or offered their lives in war.  
 
We pay tribute to our veterans, unique Australians who have known the blessings and hardship of both conflict and peace.  On this day 
we give grateful thanks to friends and allies who shared our danger, and we add our pledge that their loyalty will neither be forgotten nor 
unreturned.  On this day, we enrich ourselves for, it has been said, a national reveals itself not only by the men it produces but by the men 
it honours, the men it remembers.  On this day most of all, we mourn the fallen – long years of love and talent lost, of potential unrealised, 
of generations unborn.  We would have them know of our firm and steadfast belief that they rest not in shades of darkness but bask in the 
brightness of an Australian sun. 
 
We would have them know that we will remember them.” 
 

MOTHER’S DAY MASS 
A reminder that the school’s Mother’s Day Mass will be held on Wednesday, 4th May  

at 9:00 am in the McDonald Centre – All are welcome. 

 
 

EDMUND RICE (FOUNDER) WEEK  Next week we celebrate the life of Edmund Rice, the founder of the Christian 
Brothers.  For parents new to the school, this short extract explains a little about his life: 
 
The Edmund Rice story is one of faith and commitment.  As a young man, he was lucky in that he was educated and then apprenticed to 
his uncle in Waterford City.  When his uncle died he inherited a thriving business in provisioning ships that birthed in Waterford.  
Edmund married, but was left a widower with a daughter after his wife died in childbirth when he was twenty-five.  Edmund worked at his 
business and up to the year 1800 was one of the leading merchants of Waterford.  However, he decided to give up his business and take full-
time care of those poor and neglected boys when he had previously assisted by monetary contributions. 
Having decided that education was the greatest gift he could provide for those who were under-privileged, he rented a stable which he furnished 
with basic equipment and began his new work as a teacher in 1802.  So Edmund Rice began and by the time of Edmund’s death in 1844, 
his work had begun to spread through the English-speaking world. 
 
The message of Edmund for each of us is the reminder to use our gifts for those who are poor and without means, whether that is spiritually, 
emotionally or financially. 
 
FOUNDER’S DAY PICNIC 
A reminder that Friday, 6th May will be our Founder’s Day Picnic.  All students are asked to bring a shared lunch.  This 
is traditionally an outstanding day for our school community.   
 



FEES  To save some parents embarrassment, I will spell out the school policy on fees.  If people are having difficulty 
in paying fees, they must make an appointment to see the School Bursar, Mr Damian McGovern.  Any information 
given by parents will be treated with the strictest of confidence.  In justice to the many parents who do pay fees, a debt 
collection agency will be used to chase up those parents who refuse to contact 
the school after several requests to do so.  I believe the Christian Brothers and 
CBHS have an outstanding record of assisting those who genuinely seek help.  
CBHS does offer a top quality Catholic education at a minimal cost to parents.  
We also have to meet many costs and balance a budget.  No student will be 
refused an education due to financial difficulties.  In fairness to those who do 
pay fees and to help the administration of the school, we must be kept up to 
date by parents regarding this issue.   
 
UNIFORM – TERM 2  A reminder that from the beginning of Term 2 students 
are required to wear their school jacket to and from school.  
 
UNIFORM SHOP HOURS   
Tuesday 1-4 pm 
Wednesday & Thursday 7.45-11.45 am 
 
With the guidance of Blessed Edmund Rice, may we continue to strive with strength to be of 
service to others. Live Jesus in our Hearts Forever. 
  
Yours truly,  
 
 
Br Paul Conn 
Principal 
 
CURRICULUM UPDATE 
YEAR 12 HALF-YEARLY EXAMINATIONS 
All students are to be congratulated on the exemplary behaviour displayed 
during the assessment block. Our students showed great maturity and 
responsibility in being organised and well prepared. Thank you also to 
Mr Roumie (Year 12 Admin) and the Key Learning Area Coordinators who 
ensured the examinations were well prepared and organisation was smooth and 
trouble free. Students will be receiving their examinations results, with detailed 
feedback about academic performance and specific areas for improvement, this 
week. Feedback ensures students can prioritise their study and revision before 
the next assessment tasks, upcoming Trial HSC and HSC examinations. The 
Trial HSC is the last school-based assessment task before the HSC examinations 
commence in October.   
 
PERSONALISED 2016 HSC TIMETABLES  
On Wednesday 27th April 2016 Year 12 students were instructed to access their 
personalised HSC timetables, available via BOSTES Students Online. Students 
are able to access Students Online, not me or other teacher.  The full 2016 HSC 
timetable is available on the public BOSTES website on Wednesday 4th May 2016.  Students will be emailed a copy of 
the full 2016 HSC timetable to their school email accounts. Students will be asked to share this timetable with their 
parents for family organisation.   
 
PARENT/TEACHER MEETINGS   Parents and carers are advised that the following dates are scheduled for the 2016 
Parent/Teacher Meetings. Students are strongly encouraged to attend this event with their parent/s. If a student does 
attend the Parent/ Teacher Meetings they must attend in full school winter uniform (compulsory).  Information was 
communicated to parents and carers in Highlights last term regarding dates and how to book via Sentral Parent Portal. 
New families to CBHS Lewisham this year were sent individualised letters home with individual access codes to the 
Parent Portal.  
 
9th May 2016 Year 5-10 Parent/Teacher Meetings (8am–8pm). This is a pupil free day. 
17th May 2016  Year 11 & 12 Parent/Teacher Meetings (2pm–7pm). Early dismissal for all students at 1.35 pm.



HOMEWORK AND SCHOOL DIARY   As we commence Term 2, students have started well and settled into a routine 
of study.  It is a timely to remind parents and students of the school’s homework policy. Regular homework is a 
valuable aspect of the student’s learning process. This process involves individual application of the day’s work. It 
consolidates and reinforces learning, encourages sound study habits, effective time management and promotes self-
discipline. The nature of homework includes the following: 

• preparation for the next day’s work 

• completion of work commenced that day 

• revision of daily work 

• revision of past work 

• assessments 

• background reading for new topics 

• wide reading 
 
Classroom teachers will assign homework on a regular basis, review the homework assigned to each student, 
implement the faculty policy and notify the KLA Coordinator of students who continually fail to complete homework. 
Students must complete all homework in the School Diary. General homework or assessments are not set over the 
holiday periods.   
 
UPCOMING EVENTS 
Monday 16th May:  Year 11 2017 Information Night (7 pm). Compulsory attendance by students and a parent if 

current Year 10 student is seeking enrolment in Year 11 in 2017. 
Tuesday 14th June:  Year 9 2017 Information Night (7 pm). For parents (only) for BOSTES Record of School 

Achievement (RoSA) information. 
Tuesday 14th June:  Year 10 Subject Market (Period 5–5pm). Parents are invited to attend from 3.15–5 pm (only).  

Monica O'Brien, Assistant Principal – Curriculum 
 
LEARNING CIRCLES 
I recently read an article in The Australian written by Natasha Bita, which quotes Dr John Vallance (Former 
Headmaster of Sydney Grammar School), as saying that ‘computers in classrooms are a scandalous waste of money’. I 
was disheartened to see that the article gained as much traction as it did. I’m always bewildered to hear people say that 
computers are a distraction in the classroom, (particularly if the technology is being used to complement and enhance 
traditional teaching strategies). As an open minded learning community, we need to examine these claims, (and the 
impetus behind them) in light of the directions we have recently taken in our school. 
 
You see, when Dr Vallance says that teaching is a social activity, it’s about interaction �between people, about discussion, about 
conversation, he’s absolutely right. At Lewisham we pride ourselves on the relationship based education we provide our 
boys and our community, we pride ourselves on putting the relationships we have with each other, above and beyond 
everything else. But how do we interact, discuss and converse? Part of the answer is face to face. Face to face conversations 
are an important part of the formation of our social ‘selves’ and our identity. There is much to be gained and learnt 
from each other through these real types of social interactions. At Lewisham we love to talk! Our boys gain a 
tremendous amount from these very real discussions had in an out of the classroom. We talk about subjects studied, 
about faith and our God, about social justice and about sport.    
 
Another part of the answer however, is ‘online’ - in a virtual world fraught with danger, joy, hope, love, despair and 
sadness, with all the subtle nuances and etiquette of the real world - distorted, amplified and altered to serve the 
purposes of the creators of the information. Like it or not, this is our students real world, they do not step out into the 
artificial construct of a world without laptops or phones. So what do we do? Do we bury our heads in the sand? Or do 
we give our boys the skills to deal with it and use technology for the powerful tool that it is rather than a distraction? ( 
Yes… we need to remind ourselves that it is a TOOL) 
 
Dr Valance poses the following scenario “If I had a choice between filling a classroom with laptops or hiring another 
teacher, I’d take the other teacher every day of the week.’’ With all due respect to Dr Vallance, this is a foregone 
conclusion. More teachers would mean smaller class sizes, smaller class sizes means greater individual care for each 
student and what school leader wouldn’t want that? What Dr Vallance touches on here, is the heart of the problem 
‘good teaching’. Laptops aren’t teachers, they can provide anywhere, anytime access to information, but they can’t 
TEACH. Teachers TEACH and good teaching means adopting sound contemporary pedagogy. I couldn’t agree more 
with the OECD finding that technology can amplify great teaching, but great technology cannot replace poor teaching. I would go as 
far as saying that technology has the potential to amplify poor teaching practices.  



 
 
 
 
 
 
With the incredible potential technology has to engage students with content in meaningful ways, I find Dr Valance’s 
comments incredibly narrow minded and somewhat misleading. Laptops provide an opportunity to refine teaching 
methodologies, because we know that laptops don’t teach, teachers do. Good teachers will use technology in measured, 
meaningful ways, not for its own sake. Good teachers will strike a balance (depending on the subjects they teach) 
between the use of laptops and personal devices, handwritten exercise and verbal conversations. Good teachers will 
use technology to enhance direct learning experiences rather than use them as substitutes for direct learning 
experiences. Good teachers will use technology to create learning experiences that allow students to connect and 
collaborate in ways they simply could not, without the use of technology. Good teachers will inform students when and 
if it is appropriate for them to use their laptops in class - and when it isn’t. Good teachers will know which of their 
students learn best through engagement of content using technology and which prefer other methodologies. Good 
teachers will know how to personalise learning with or without technology. So rather than adopting Dr Valance’s 
approach and simply removing the tool - it would make more sense to adopt an approach that uses that tool in 
measured and meaningful ways. I think the BYOD approach we have adopted does just that. Coupled with adequate 
teacher training, monitoring and guidance, the use of laptops and iPads, sits hand in hand with traditional teaching 
methodologies at Lewisham.  
 
Dr Valance’s comments on the logistics of school supplied laptop programs are absolutely true; they’re broken, stolen, 
occasionally require maintenance and after three years generally need to be replaced. A BYOD approach allows schools 
to invest money in reliable technology infrastructure, human resources and yes, leaking roofs and toilets. I am well 
aware of the arguments against BYOD; arguments of fairness, arguments of financial pressure, but with the 
implementation of sound equity policies, discussions, dialogues and conversations, these complex issues can be tackled 
by committed learning communities and in fact make our community all the more stronger. 
 
Dr Vallance’s claim of computers “robbing children of the chance to debate and discuss ideas with the teacher” and 
“the possibility of questioning things has been taken away from them”, have been contrary to my experiences of using 
technology in the classroom. Verbal discussions and debates can coincide with virtual ones. Often, technology gives a 
voice to those students who are reticent in joining debates and can act as a mechanism for bringing quieter students 
into a debate or conversation. I think that Dr Vallance’s claims here are highly inaccurate and out of touch with 
contemporary classroom practice which utilises technology as a communication enabler rather than a communication 
blocker. As I write this article, there are three hundred comments both agreeing and disagreeing with Dr. Valance’s 
statements on The Australian website. They are not voicing their opinions through handwritten notes, but through a 
comments section on the website and our students do this outside of school. Isn’t it better to teach our boys how to 
communicate informed opinions (and if necessary disagree), using technology with real audiences? Of course it is, 
because in their world, outside the physical boundaries of the school walls, this is done on a daily basis. 
 
There are many points with which I both agree and disagree in Bita’s article. (and subsequent articles written on Dr 
Vallance’s views). While I applaud Dr Vallance for having the courage to question the status quo and while I agree with 
him on many of his ideas on the National Arts Curriculum, I disagree with him on the use of technology in classrooms, 
(particularly in junior years). I believe that to remove the tool (laptops and technology) because of a lack of self 
discipline by students or misuse by teachers, is a mistake. We have a responsibility to ready our students for the world 
outside the boundaries of our school and to improve teaching standards within our school (no matter how good we 
may think we are). We have to teach our teachers to use technology in meaningful ways without negating sound 
pedagogy. In whatever field they enter, whether they continue with their studies or learn a trade, our students will have 
to utilise technology as a tool and grapple with its distractibility. Isn’t it better to equip our students with these skills 
now, rather than make them count the cost later? I for one will continue to advocate for the use of laptops and iPads, 
because I have seen the benefits. I’ve seen how a measured, balanced approach to the use of technology can open up 
worlds for my students. I will continue to ask my students to read real books and articles on the internet, I will 
continue to ask my students to produce both handwritten and typed evidence of learning. I will continue to use 
technology in my teaching in measured, meaningful ways, because I am a teacher ... and I teach. I will use whatever 
tools I, and my students have at our disposal to engage, question, discuss and converse, agree and disagree, because for 
me, this is how learning happens.   
Have your say here: http://elearningatcbhslewisham.weebly.com/blog/learning-circles-newsletter-article-for-week-11-
term-1-2016                                                                        Vince Papa, Assistant Principal – Learning Innovation 


