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REFLECTION – EDMUND RICE EDUCATION BEYOND BORDERS 

Vision – Inspired by the teachings of Jesus, Gospel values and the spirit of Edmund Rice, we commit ourselves in global solidarity to 

transformational education for justice and liberation. 

 

Shared Commitment – In this spirit of global solidarity, we are committed to: 

1. supporting each other in developing an Identity that reflects our shared ethos and Catholic character while recognising our diversity. 

2. working in partnership throughout the world to support quality and transformational education. 

3. being educational communities that are immersed in each other’s realities, striving to make justice, peace and human rights a global 

reality. 

4. using available technologies to connect, gather and journey together. 

5. providing opportunities for formation that nurtures a Gospel spirituality and challenges us to embrace a church of, with and for the 

poor;  and 

6. forming leaders capable of inspiring communities to undertake this global mission. 

 

We do this in partnership with others of like mind and vision. 

 
Dear Parents, Staff and Students,  During the holidays, Mr and Mrs Yates, Mr Watt, Mr Maher, 10 Year 11 students and I travelled 
to our partner school, Fe y Alegria in Lima Peru.  We developed our partnership and relationship with this school that will allow for 
a very rich cross cultural experiences for some of our students.  This project is a result of the Edmund Rice Education Beyond 
Borders Program.   
 
Why be involved in such a program? The world is experiencing unprecedented human population growth with an increase in 
demands on food, housing and energy.  There are inequalities in people’s access to power, wealth and resources whereby the rich are 
getting richer and the poor are being made poorer.  With increasing areas of unrest and military intervention, religious conflict and 
persecution, there is a surge in the number of people seeking asylum.  Rampaging human consumerism is leading to increasing levels 
of pollution that is leading to significant environmental damage.  It was in this context that in May 2014 leaders representing 
Edmund Rice Education across the globe gathered in Nairobi, Kenya to establish an inclusive international network of Edmund 
Rice educational communities.  Founded on the accumulated wisdom of this gathering, Edmund Rice Education Beyond Borders 
seeks to develop current expressions of the Vision of Blessed Edmund Rice in these educational communities for the world.  I was 
privileged to be a part of this group.  CBHS has committed ourselves to be a “lead school” for Edmund Rice Education Beyond 
Borders.  This will open up many existing opportunities for staff and students at CBHS. 
 
OUR PARTNER SCHOOL, FE Y ALEGRIA (FAITH AND JOY) CANTO GRANDE, LIMA, PERU 
The Fe y Alegria School serves about 1,400 children from the Canto Grande area on the outskirts of Lima.  The area is one of the 
many enormous and poor suburbs that have grown up around the mega-city in the past two decades.  In Canto Grande millions of 
families continue to struggle for survival, working informal jobs, and living in precarious housing on the sides of the dusty hills of 
this desert region.  Fe y Alegria School offers an oasis of learning in the midst of this neighbourhood.  Five Christian Brothers work 
in the school and are involved in diverse activities including teaching at both primary and secondary level, counselling, pastoral 
activities, Christian formation and feeding the many desperately poor students in the school. 
 
Benefits and Possibilities for CBHS Lewisham: 

• Build a House Program 

• Skype partnership 

• Sponsor teachers from South America to come here 

• Teacher/student exchange 

• Cross cultural leadership and formation opportunities 

• Social Justice outreach activities 

• Immersion experiences 
Our first cultural immersion with students was on an extraordinary success.  Thank you to the staff and students involved. 
 
SEMI FINALS – DEBATING AND MCC 
Congratulations to our Year 10A and 11A Debating Teams who will represent the school in the CSDA Debating Finals at Oakhill 
College on Friday night.  Congratulations also to our Under 13, 14 and 15 Football Teams who play in the MCC Finals tomorrow. 
 



  
STAFF NEWS 
Miss Dania Perez has announced that she has resigned from CBHS.  Dania will enter the convent of the Sisters of Mercy in Alma 
America as a Postulant.  Dania will finish on 29th August.  For family reasons, Mrs Cathy Connor has also announced her 
resignation.  This will take effect immediately.   On behalf of all at CBHS Lewisham I thank Cathy and Dania for their service and 
wish them all the best for the future.  Mr John Hunt who is replacing Dania on Long Service Leave, will continue in the role and 
Miss Brooke Hollis will move from job share to full-time. 
 
With the guidance of Blessed Edmund Rice, may we continue to strive with strength to be of service to others. Live Jesus in our Hearts Forever. 
 
Yours truly,  
 
 
 
Br Paul Conn 
Principal 
 
FROM THE DEPUTY 
DISTRIBUTION OF ANALGESICS 
Please note that WHS regulations prevent the school from dispensing and issuing medication, therefore students will no longer be 
able to request Panadol from our Sick Bay.  If students have a persistent headache, this will be treated as any other illness or injury 
with parents contacted to collect students and take them home for the rest of the day. 
 
LIFT KEYS 
Students who have an injury can request the use of a lift key for the two lifts in the school to assist them in moving around the 
school.  Unfortunately many of these keys are often not returned, leaving us short of keys to distribute to students in genuine need.  
The new procedure for lift keys is as follows: 

• Students are to bring a signed note from parents requesting the use of a lift key (explaining the specific circumstance).  
This must only be in the case of a genuine injury which prevents students from moving up and down stairs.  This note is 
to be given to the student’s Pastoral Coordinator for verification and approval, then submitted to the Fees Office.  Lift 
keys are issued only with a $50 deposit. 

• Students must collect the lift key at the commencement of each day from Student Services, then return the key to Student 
Services at the end of each day.  A failure to do this will result in the forfeit of the $50 deposit. 

• At the end of the time of need, students should return the key to the Fees Office at which time the $50 deposit is 
refunded. 

 
YEAR 12   Year 12 students will no longer be required to remain at school on Thursday afternoon during sport.  Students may leave 
the school at 12.45 (the beginning of lunchtime).  This commenced on 21st July and will continue for the rest of Term 3.  Students 
who wish to remain at school on Thursday for quiet, private study may do so by notifying Mr Peter Roumie. 

Mr Joe Zavone, Deputy Principal 
 

CURRICULUM UPDATE     
NEW NSW SYLLABUSES FOR YEAR 11 AND YEAR 12 – COMMUNICATION FROM BOSTES 
On Thursday, 21st July 2016, 17 draft syllabuses for English, Mathematics, Science and History for Years 11 and 12 were released for 
consultation.  BOSTES recognises the need for students to have opportunities for a richer engagement in the subjects they choose 
for their senior years of school.  The new syllabuses will provide opportunities for students to engage in deeper learning in each 
course.  The new syllabuses will be released in 2017 to allow time for teachers to become familiar with the new content, which will 
be first taught to Year 11 students in 2018. 
 
UPCOMING EVENTS:  

• Tonight, we will host a Year 7-9 Parent and Son Study Skills Evening with Dr Prue Salter, from Enhanced Learning 
Educational Services. This event is scheduled for Wednesday, 27th July, 6.30pm-8pm in the Br Julian McDonald Centre. 
Thank you to the families that RSVP'd to this event. 

• All Year 7-11 students, in partnership with their teachers and parents/carers, will complete a Reviewed Learning Goals 
Form for each subject, by the end of Week 3, Term 3. Many classes have had the opportunity to do this already upon 
return to school. This reflection and learning opportunity allows students to develop specific goals for each course.  

• The second of the planned Parent/Teacher Meetings for Years 5-12 is scheduled for Tuesday, 16th August 2016 (Week 5, 
Term 3), 2.05 pm-7.00 pm, in the Br Julian McDonald Centre (Secondary) and Primary classrooms (Primary only). 
Booking are available via Sentral Parent Portal (only). See previous communication in Highlights (Week 9, Term 2) for 
further information.  

• Parents of Year 12 students (only) are invited to attend an Parent Information Session on Tuesday, 16th August at 7 pm in 
the Treacy Centre, immediately after the Parent/Teacher Meetings. Student attendance is not compulsory. 
Mr Peter Roumie will communicate with parents and students in due time regarding the information evening.       

Mrs Monica O’Brien – Assistant Principal – Curriculum  



FROM THE COUNSELLORS 
POKÉMON GO OR POKÉMON STOP NOW? 
As promised in last week’s newsletter, my focus will be on current issues and digital media. It just so 
happens that currently there is an app taking the world by storm that combines these two areas 
beautifully: Pokémon GO. Huh? In short, it is an augmented reality app synchronised with Google 
Maps whereby a “Pokémon trainer” can walk around and catch Pokémon in public. The app accesses 
the phone’s camera that superimposes a Pokémon onto the trainer’s surroundings (figure to the right). 
This app has sparked controversy and is becoming increasingly popular. Is it beneficial or detrimental? 
After reading various articles on the subject matter and fiddling with the game myself, I believe there are 
strong arguments for both cases. It could very well just be a matter of using it with caution.  
 
The good? 
Reason to get out and about and encourages exercise This app could give homebound 
children purpose to get out of the house, since it is best used when walking around different areas 
to hatch eggs, collect more items and more Pokémon.  
 
Social Interaction It could also help children socialise with new like-minded people. By no means 
do the players need to interact with others, but seeing someone at a “PokéStop” (see below) 
playing the game could generate discussion. 
 
Helps children on Autism Spectrum (1) Autism expert, Craig Smith, believes it will increase the 
social skills of children on the Autism Spectrum who, instead of obsessing over activities or hobbies that exclude them from society, 
will encourage them to socialise and explore. 
 
Can provide a distraction and reduce substance abuse behaviours (2) Dr Greg Wadley, a lecturer in a computer science at 
University of Melbourne who specialises in technology for mental health and wellbeing, states that the app can be a “...way of taking 
a break and letting the mind think about something different is better than smoking cigarettes or drinking alcohol which is what lot 
of people do to de-stress”. 
 
The bad? 
Can it lead to phone/internet addiction? With all the social media platforms and growing attachment to smartphones these days, 
the introduction of the app could give people yet another reason to be glued or addicted to their mobile devices.  
 
What is a “lure module” and how could that endanger my child? A “lure module” (fig. below) can be seen by every Pokémon 
trainer in the vicinity and can only be set by one trainer at a time. It serves to “lure” Pokémon to a particular “PokéStop”. While this 
can act as a great way to meet people who come together in that area, there have been reports of people using this feature for 
ulterior motives. As with anything, safety factors such as time of day and location need to be considered, and it is really important 
for parents to be completely aware of what their children are doing and where they are going. This is no different for Pokémon GO.  
 

  
  
  

 

 

 
 
 
 

 
People have been said to “hunt and drive” 
There have already been a number of reported car accidents as a result of people playing the game whilst driving since it is location-
based. Similar to using a phone in general whilst driving, warnings have been issued to avoid this at all costs.  
 
What now? 
It is ultimately your decision as to whether or not you trust your child to use the app responsibly, like all other social media and 
gaming platforms. As aforementioned, Pokémon GO has both positive and negative elements, and how your child chooses to 
interact with it is most important. Providing education around the potential risks involved could help your child play it more safely. 
If you have any queries or experiences with this and would like further discussion, please feel free to contact the Counsellors at 
CBHS.  

(1) http://www.abc.net.au/news/2016-07-15/pokemon-go-app-set-to-help-children-on-autism-spectrum/7632804 
(2) http://www.abc.net.au/triplej/programs/hack/turns-out-pokemon-go-is-unexpectedly-great-for-mental-health/7622740 

Alessandro Digiacomo, School Counsellor 

 

An example 

of a “lure 

module” 

An example 

of a 

“PokéStop” 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
DEBATING NEWS 
The Year 11As (Erol Yusuf, Nathan Soares, Mark Williams) debated Xavier College Llandilo in the CSDA Debating Semi Finals 
held at Santa Sabina College last Friday evening.  Their topic was “That we should swim against the current” but after failing the coin toss 
Lewisham ended up going with it. Xavier College, although on the revolutionary side of the debate, was unable to overcome the 
waves of counter arguments against them and was swept downstream. Congratulations to the Lewisham 11As who convinced the 
adjudicators to go with the flow.  After the retreat of the Normans (Loreto Normanhurst), Harry (Harold) Lawler Burn, Alexander 
Trousdale and Armando Perri reclaimed their rightful place at the Grand Finals.  Thank you to Mr Daher, Dr Lee, Ms Healy, 
Mr Jabaji, Yash Gurram, Ryan Martin, Finbarr Warren (11A team member), Tom and James Threlkeld, Patrick Carolan, Marco 
Giagodi, Joshua Puglia, Jacob Ali, Harry Lawler Burn, Alexander Trousdale, Armando Perri and everyone who supported the 
Year 11A team on Friday evening. 
 
This is the first time that Lewisham has had two teams through to the final round of the competition in its 50 year involvement with 
CSDA.  In addition, our enormously successful Year 11 and Year 12 teams together have won the Senior Aggregate Shield.  There is 
much to celebrate, not least the hard work of so many of all our present and past debaters who have worked collectively to achieve 
so much again this year.  We hope you can celebrate these significant achievements with us and look forward to seeing you all at 
Oakhill College, Castle Hill for the Grand Final this Friday evening at 7:30 pm.                                                      Paul McCallum 
 
MCC SPORT REPORT   
The MCC season for our Winter Sports of Rugby League and Football have reached the Grand Final this week with Lewisham 
successful in reaching three Football Grand Finals. Our U13B, U14 and U15 teams won their Semi Finals last week and now move 
onto the Grand Final this Thursday v Kogarah.  Last week’s results: 
 
Rugby League:  
U15 8-20 U14 0-40 U13A 18-36 U13B 10-14. 
 
Football:  
2nd XI 0-1 U14 1-0 U15 1-0 U13B 4-1  U13A 1-2. 
 
Grand Final details this week: 
U13B and U14 at Seymour Shaw Park at 10 am and 12 pm 
U15 at Lambert Park at 9.30 am. 
 
Our supporters at Miranda will be Years 7 and 8 while our Year 9 and 10’s will go to Lambert Park. 
 
This week’s venues for training are:    Football:  U14, U13A & U13B at Arlington. 
 
Congratulations to Kai Hammond (8th) U14 and Finbarr Warren (8th) U16, on their outstanding performances at last week’s NSW 
All Schools Age Cross Country Championships. In this highly challenging and disciplined sport, such an achievement is indeed 
excellent.  

David Mamo, Sports Coordinator 
 

BECOME A HOST FAMILY FOR A STUDENT OF ENGLISH 
www.elc.edu.au 

 Family-run English Language School in City Centre 

 Provide a home away from home for students of English from around the world 

 Generous Weekly payments in exchange for room and board, and rewarding cultural exchange experience 

 Welcome one of our students to your family and become part of ours! 

Enquire now homestay@elc.edu.au or call 9267 5688 


