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Dear Parents, Staff and Students, 
 
One of the very popular shows on Netflix has been “13 Reasons Why”.  It is the story of a high school student who chooses to take her own life in 
response to her feelings about her interactions with others.  The programme has a MA15+ rating and deserves it. A second series has now come 
out as a follow-up.  I have researched the programme extensively and, whilst it tries to take on some very real issues for young people, I believe 
that the producers have missed the mark in presentation and the show has the potential to confuse young people.  That said, an awful lot of our 
students have watched all or part of the series.  If you subscribe to Netflix and you know your child has watched this programme and, even if 
they haven’t, can I strongly suggest you sit with them and watch the 14th thirty minute episode?  I fear that the vast majority of students who 
have watched the series did not take the time to watch that 14th episode.  It is the documentary produced with interviews with the cast, producers 
and professionals and has a good look at the issues raised.  I think it is excellent and certainly provides a lot of material for discussion.  Hannah, 
the main character, is badly treated by some but in other ways, is the author of her own destruction.  To a significant degree, the show can be 
interpreted as celebrating suicide and that should never be the case.  It is a tragic waste of life.  Watch the 14th episode and talk about those 
issues, as you think age appropriate, with your child/ren.  More importantly, reinforce with them the, at least, 13 Reasons Why Not for the rest of 
their lives (actually, I have 14 but there are lots more). 
 
1. Don’t hold other people responsible for your health – mental or otherwise.  You have the power over your own life. 
 
2. No matter what you believe, pain is temporary and even in its worst forms, is manageable with the right help. 
 
3. The world is full of good people. 
 
4. Always focus on the people who make you better – those who love you – rather than those who are negative. 
 
5.   Sudden avoidable death is unbelievably cruel to those who love you. 
 
6. Death is final, there is no coming back and viewing cute clips of yourself. 
 
7. Jesus’ most critical direction to us al was to Respect Yourself, Love One Another and to treat each other as we would want to be treated. 
 
8. “Reach out, even if you feel like Hannah, talk to someone, call a hotline, talk to someone anonymously.  The minute you start talking about 

it, it gets easier and know that there is life beyond what you are feeling at the moment.  I promise it will get better.  There is an entire 
future of incredible things waiting for you and if you go, you don’t get to see it.”  Katherine Longford – Hannah (in the 14th episode). 

 
9. Despite difficulties, life is wonderful and should be cherished. 
 
10. No human experience surpasses holding your child in your arms. 
 
11. Every one of us has a responsibility to be the change we want to see in the world. 
 
12. You can’t appreciate the beauty of a sunrise without experiencing the dark of night and even the moon can shine brightly at night.  Who are 

the people who can be your Sun and Moon? 
 
13. God doesn’t make mistakes and you are made in God’s image and likeness. 
 
14. Give your cerebral cortex time to grow – it might take until your mid 20s – you’ll be able to “process” a lot better then. 
 



 

 

 

 

WEDNESDAY, 12th JUNE 2019 

 
DA VINCI DECATHLON 
Recently CBHS Lewisham teams from Years 5-10 attended the da Vinci Decathlon at Knox Grammar School.  This annual academic competition is 
designed to challenge and stimulate the minds of school students in the top 30%.  Our young men competed in teams of eight across 10 
disciplines, including Science, English, Mathematics, Ideation, Art and Poetry, Creative Producers, Cartography, General Knowledge, Code 
Breaking and Engineering against over 100 teams from schools all over NSW.  The final list of the top 16 teams of the NSW State Da Vinci 
Competition is now released.  I am happy to announce that our Year 7, 8 and 10 teams finished in the top 16 in at least one discipline. 
 

 The Year 7 Team finished in 14th place in General Knowledge:  Marco Mazzotta, Sam Katsaros, Nicholas Tardelli, Philip Gionis, Alex 
Kokkaris, Liam Macri, Marcus Abal, Lukas Giannakakkis. 

 The Year 8 Team finished in 9th place in Science and in 16th place in English:  Jonathan Haklane, Jordan Mavroidis, Zak Theoharis, Paul 
Elia, Michael Anthony, Gabriel Wong, Anthony Kazzi, Adam Maher. 

 The Year 10 Team finished in 13th place in Code Breaking, in 7th Place in General Knowledge and in 13th place in Creative Producers:  
Oscar Stubbs, Paul Kaletsis, Joachim Sacapano, Julian Perin, Angus McFadden, Matthew Nair, Callum Whaites, Francis Todd. 
 

CBHS PASTORAL CARE SURVEY 
As a parent or carer of a student at the school, we are interested to know the reason you chose Christian Brothers’ High School Lewisham for your 
son.  This survey is part of a wider study of school choice currently under way across Edmund Rice Education Schools Australia (EREA).  Your 
feedback will help us as a member school of EREA plan well for the future. Your comments are important.  Please take your time to answer the 
questions thoughtfully. It should only take you between 5 and 10 minutes to complete.  Your comments are anonymous and collected by an 
external consultant – no individual respondent will be identified by the survey.  Thank you to the families that have already completed it;  for 
those families that have not had a chance yet, the deadline for completion has been extended until Monday 17th June 
 
Survey link:  https://www.research.net/r/EREA_School_Choice_Survey_Lewisham_2018.  The survey will remain open until Monday, 17th June. 
 
With the guidance of Blessed Edmund Rice, may we continue to strive with strength to be of service to others.   Live Jesus in our Hearts Forever. 
 
Yours truly,  
 
Br Paul Conn 
Principal 
 
FROM THE DEPUTY PRINCIPAL 
ACADEMIC MATTERS 
I regularly like having conversations with our boys about their progress at school. Interestingly, these conversations clearly highlight to me that 
our boys do have a thirst to attain their personal best in their studies. CBHS is fortunate to have a fine and generous teaching staff, who 
genuinely care for each student. However, the capacity for each boy to meet their academic potential also involves the important ingredient of 
effort. 
 
Academic growth commences in the classroom. Every lesson should be viewed as an opportunity to learn and grow. Teachers are always willing 
to nurture and support students with their learning. Committed students use each lesson as an opportunity to tap into any resources available in 
order to consolidate and support their learning. Essential components in classroom learning also includes respect and courtesy. Achieving 
academic growth takes time, but can be achieved with a determined sense of effort and application over an extended period of time.  
 
Semester One Examinations for boys in Years 7-10 commenced this week. I am hopeful that our boys having been busily preparing for these 
examinations and that the results will be a reflection of their personal best. 
 
AUTUMN SOIREE’ EVENING 
CBHS recently held an Autumn Soiree’ Evening in the Treacy Centre. This was a marvellous opportunity for our boys to showcase their vast 
musical talents to the packed venue. I am constantly amazed at the enormous talent of our boys at these type of events. The evening was a great 
success and was enjoyed by all. I wish to thank the many staff members who assisted with this event.  In particular, I acknowledge Mr Vince 
Tavernese and Mr Carlos Munoz.  
 
 
 

https://www.research.net/r/EREA_School_Choice_Survey_Lewisham_2018
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 WEEK 7, TERM 2 

HOMEWORK 
CBHS believes that homework is an important component to effective student learning.  Educationalists and social commentators have 
various views on this topic.  Please be aware that all students at the school receive homework nightly.  The work given to students is 
relevant, engaging and aimed at refining student skills and knowledge.  I encourage parents to monitor the amount of homework that 
their sons are undertaking every night.  It is an expectation that students write all their daily homework in their student diary, which 
should be viewed and signed by parents every week. 
  
TERTIARY EDUCATION ONSITE VISITS 
Tertiary Education providers have been recently visiting the school and presenting 2020 course information to our Year 12 students.  These 
presentations are an invaluable resource for our students, as it allows them to be very well researched about opportunities that may exist 
next year and the requirements for student entry.  I thank the Career Path and Mentoring Coordinator, Mrs Robyn Stoddart, for her 
organisation of these events. 
  
God bless,  

Frank Chiment 
Deputy Principal 

 
 
 
CURRICULUM UPDATE 
2019 ATAR – REVISED RELEASE DATE   
I have been informed by the Universities Admission Centre (UAC) that ATARs will be released at 1 pm on Tuesday, 17th December 2019, the 
same day as HSC results. 
 
In light of this revised release date, Mrs Stoddart will communicate more information regarding UAC preferences with Year 12 and their 
parents/carers.    

Mrs Monica O’Brien 
Assistant Principal - Curriculum 

 
 
 
FROM THE ASSISTANT PRINCIPAL – PEDAGOGY AND INNOVATION 
AFTER SCHOOL GROUP NOW OPEN TO PRIMARY STUDENTS 
Our School library, the Waterford Learning Centre, will be operating with new opening hours in Term 2.  The Waterford Learning Centre 
will now be open for use by students from 3:15 pm until 5:00 pm every Monday, Tuesday and Wednesday. This opportunity has previously 
only been open to students in Year 7 to 12.  We would now like to extend this opportunity directly to students in Year 5 and 6.  Due to 
safety concerns, Primary students may only attend if they are being collected by a parent or carer at 5 pm.  Teacher supervision cannot be 
guaranteed after this time.  
 
Primary students are expected to complete meaningful work while they attend the After School Group.  They must be working on 
homework, assessments or quiet study.  There will also be the opportunity to work through programmes such as Accelerated Reader.  
 
As this is an after hours activity, if you wish your son to participate you must sign the permission note that he brings home and have 
your son return it to Mrs Toohey, the WLC Coordinator.  In addition, parents must sign up to each individual session online as numbers 
are limited to 25 students each session.  This is done using the URL: http://signup.com/go/fSwWAou.  This link is also available via the 
‘Quicklinks’ section on the School’s webpage, at the bottom right hand corner Labelled ‘WLC Study Group’.  The site requires that you sign 
in with your email address and your phone number – these details will be used to contact you in case of an emergency.  
 
I strongly encourage all Primary students to take part in this worthwhile activity in order to further their studies.  
 
PARENT AND SON STUDY SKILLS EVENING 
Parents and their sons who are in Years 7, 8, 9 or 10 are invited to take part in a study skills evening.  This is an interactive evening for 
parents and students that is being run by Dr Prue Salter, founder of Enhanced Learning Educational Services.  During the course of the 
evening, Dr Salter will outline tools and techniques for students to achieve their personal academic best.  
 
This evening will be held on Monday, 29th July, from 6:30 to 8 pm at the school in the McDonald Centre.  Your son will bring home a flyer 
during the course of this week that contains more information. All students and their parents are welcome to attend.  

Mr Keith Page 
Assistant Principal – Pedagogy and Innovation 

 
 

 

http://signup.com/go/fSwWAou
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REMINDER 
BEFORE SCHOOL SUPERVISION 
Parents are advised that supervision commences each day at CBHS at  
8.15 am. A bell will sound at 8.15 each morning indicating that the  
playground is now supervised by teachers.  Whilst students are  
permitted to enter the school prior to this bell (no earlier than  
7.30 am), parents need to understand that teachers will not be on duty. 
 
AFTER SCHOOL 
The school does not provide supervision after the 3.15 pm bell (2.45 pm 
on Thursdays). 
Students who catch the School Specials are supervised until the buses have departed. 
 

 
 
 
MCC SPORT REPORT 
The Winter MCC Season in Rugby League and Football continues with Round 5 this Thursday with teams playing against 
Ashfield.  Last week (Round 4 vs Kogarah) was washed out and will be played Week 10.  We wish all the best on Friday to all 
the students representing the MCC at the CCC Cross Country Event. 
 
Venues for this week are: 
 
Rugby League: 
1st XIII Bye 
2nd XIII at Centenary Park 2:15 pm 
U14 at Marrickville Oval 1:15 pm 
U15 Marrickville Oval (trial game vs St Mary’s CC) 2:15 pm 
U13A Centenary Park 1:15 pm 
U13B Bye 
 

Football: 
1st XI at Lambert Park 2:15 pm 
2nd XI at Lambert Park 1:15 pm 
U14 Bye 
U15 at Pratten Park 1:15 pm 
U13 A at Hammond Park 2:15 pm 
U13 B at Hammond Park 1:15 pm 
 

All parents are reminded that players are required to wear the respective CBHS Lewisham Rugby League and Football shorts 
and socks, both of which are available from the school Uniform Shop. 
 
Training continues today (Wednesday).  A reminder to parents that if your son must leave training early that he gives his 
manager a signed parental note detailing reasons.  As we have a duty of care we ask parents to be at training at 4:45 pm if 
picking up students.  Any students without a note to leave from the venue or not picked up by 5pm will be taken back to 
school. 
 
All parents requiring information about NSW Combined Catholic College teams and events should visit the new website at 
www.csss.nsw.edu.au to download all information and entry forms. Please note that ALL individual entries and 
nominations must be made by parents of interested students via this process. Families should check the website for 
clarification so your sons don’t miss out. 
 
Upcoming Dates: 
MCC Winter Season: 
Round 5 v Ashfield 13th June   
Round 6 v North Shore  20th June 
Round 7 v Pagewood  27th June    
Spare Round  4th July    
Semi  25th July   
Final  1st August 
 
CBHS Athletics Carnival Tuesday, 2nd July at Homebush  

Mr Vince Colagiuri 
Acting Sports Coordinator 

 
 


