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The Carpenter  
An elderly carpenter was ready to retire.  He told his employer-contractor of his plans to leave the house-building business and live a more 
leisurely life with his wife enjoying his extended family.  He would miss the pay cheque, but he needed to retire. They could get by.  The 
contractor was sorry to see his good worker go and asked if he could build just one more house as a personal favour. The carpenter said yes, but 
in time it was easy to see that his heart was not in his work.  He resorted to shoddy workmanship and used inferior materials.  It was an 
unfortunate way to end a dedicated career.  When the carpenter finished his work the employer came to inspect the house.  He handed the front-
door key to the carpenter.  “This is your house,” he said, “my gift to you.”  The carpenter was shocked!  What a shame!  If he had known he was 
building his own house, he would have done it all so differently. 
 
So it is with us. We build our lives, one day at a time, often putting less than our best into our building.  Then with a shock we realise we have to 
live in the house we have built.  If we could do it over, we’d do it much differently.  But we cannot go back.  You are the carpenter.  Each day you 
hammer a nail, place a board, or erect a wall.  “Life is a do-it-yourself project” someone has said.  Your attitudes and the choices you make today, 
build the “house” you may live in tomorrow.  Build wisely! 
 
Dear Parents, Staff and Students,   
 
CONGRATULATIONS MR FRANK CHIMENT 
It is with a mixture of excitement and regret that I announce that our school Deputy Principal, Mr Frank Chiment, has been appointed to the 
position of Principal of Patrician Brothers’ College, Blacktown.  Anyone who has worked with Mr Chiment knows that he is more than ready to be 
a Principal, as he has all the capabilities required to be a very effective Catholic School Principal.  We thank him for his outstanding contribution 
to CBHS Lewisham as Deputy Principal and wish him all the best in this exciting new phase of his professional life.  Mr Chiment will commence 
in his new role at the start of Term 4.  I will now liaise with EREA to develop a process to find his replacement. 
 
MCC FINALS 
Congratulations to our Open A, Open B and U14 and U15 Football Teams and our U14 and U15 Rugby League Teams that all played Finals last 
Thursday.  Our Open A and B Football, U13A and U13B and U14 Teams won the Grand Final.  This was an outstanding achievement for the school. 
Thank you to the MCC coaches of Football and Rugby League for 2019: 
 
Rugby League: 
First XIII Mr Andrich 
Second XIII Mr Priddis 
U15: Mr Wilkie 
U14: Mr Pittard 
U13A Mr Woodbury 
U13B: Mr Tavernese 

Football 
First XI Mr Magri 
Second XI Mr O’Neill 
U15 Mr Foti 
U14 Mr Chiment 
U13A Mr Hunt 
U13B Mr Kalantzis 

 
CBHS is very committed to all co-curricular activities and gives all activities equal status.  We do this by the allocation of resources including 
staff, and recognition in Highlights and at assemblies.  A very good balance between Debating, Musical, Sport and all other activities exists due to 
the school’s commitment in this area. 
 
CRITERIA FOR SATISFACTORY COMPLETION OF A COURSE 
A student is considered to have satisfactorily completed a course if, in the Principal’s view, there is sufficient evidence that the student has: 
1. applied themselves with diligence and sustained effort to the set tasks and experiences provided in the course by the school; and 
2. achieved some or all of the course outcomes. 
 
As the Principal, I may determine that, as a result of student absence, the above course completion criteria has not been met.  For CBHS 
Lewisham, the minimum attendance of all students is set at 90% for each term of the calendar school year.  Irregular student attendance 
directly relates to student’s absence and to the non-completion of BOSTES course requirements. 

 



 

 

 

 
 

YEAR 12 PARENT MEETING  On Tuesday, 20th August at 7.00 pm there will be a meeting for all Year 12 parents in the Treacy Centre.  This 
meeting is to outline the school’s expectations in relation to the Year 12 students and their Graduation, the HSC exams, the Formal and 
the final weeks of their schooling.  This is a very important meeting and a representative of each family should be present.  The 
meeting will run for a maximum of 45 minutes. 
 
CONGRATULATIONS MR KEITH PAGE  Mr Keith Page will be Assistant Principal – Pedagogy and Innovation as a permanent position.  He 
has done an outstanding job in the acting position this year. 
 
With the guidance of Blessed Edmund Rice, may we continue to strive with strength to be of service to others.   Live Jesus in our Hearts 
Forever. 
 
Yours truly,  

 
Br Paul Conn 
Principal 
 
FROM THE DEPUTY PRINCIPAL 
PARENT/TEACHER/STUDENT INTERVIEWS 
I encourage parents and students to attend the Years 5-12 Parent/Teacher/Student Interviews 
on Tuesday, 20th August 2019.  The interviews should provide specific information on your 
son’s academic progress, while identifying areas for improvement.  All students must attend 
in full school uniform.   
  
YEARS 7-10 STUDY SKILLS EVENING 
It may be suggested that no two people study the same way, and it may be safe to mention 
that what works for one person may not work for another. However, there are some general 
techniques that seem to produce good results.  A student’s success in Secondary School usually 
depends on his ability to study effectively and efficiently.  As such, it was marvellous that 
numerous students and families attended the recent Years 7-10 Study Skills Evening, which 
was facilitated by well-respected educator and presenter, Dr Prue Salter.  
 
HOMEWORK   CBHS, Lewisham believes that homework is an important component to effective 
student learning.  Educationalists and social commentators have various views on this topic.  
Please be aware that all students at the school receive homework nightly.  The work given to 
students is relevant, engaging and aimed at refining student skills and knowledge.  I encourage parents to monitor the amount of 
homework that their sons are undertaking every night.  It is an expectation that students write all their daily homework in their student 
diary, which should be viewed and signed by parents every week.  
 
EARLY LEAVE PROCEDURES  Please be aware that a parent note is required by students for any early departure from school.  This note needs to 
be signed by the Assistant Principal – Primary, Mr Mark Woodbury (Primary School) or the relevant Pastoral Care Coordinator (Secondary 
School).  Upon leaving the campus, students need to check in to the Student Services Centre, submit the signed note and sign out.  I thank 
parents in advance for their assistance with this matter. 
 
COMMUNITY MASS  As you are aware, a Community Mass is held every Friday morning.  It commences at 8.15 am in the Chapel.  This is a 
wonderful opportunity for our students, parents and staff to share Eucharist and pray together.  I encourage members of our school 
community to attend this most enriching experience. 
 
LOCAL TRAFFIC   Please note that it is important that parents and carers collecting their sons from the school abide by the Roads and Maritime 
Service road rules which are a framework for safe and efficient movement of traffic on NSW roads. In recent times, there have been some 
instances of dangerous driving by carers collecting students from the school. Parking rules should be adhered to as they are designed to 
stop vehicles from parking where it would be dangerous or inconvenient for others. We are in a suburban area and ask drivers to be 
mindful of not blocking the driveways of local residents. As a reminder and under instructions by the Inner West Council at a DA 
Determination, students are prohibited from driving to and from school. As such, CBHS students are encouraged to use public transport. The 
safety of students is of the utmost priority for the school. 
 
God bless,                                                                                                                                                                      Frank Chiment, Deputy Principal 
 
YEAR 12 ITALIAN STUDY DAY  
Year 12 Italian students from various schools were invited to participate in a Study Day at Pymble Ladies’ College on Saturday, 27th July.  A 
group of Year 12 Italian students from CBHSL also attended the day and they were provided with valuable information and tips regarding 
their upcoming Italian exams.  To begin with, students were informed on what each section of the exam might contain and what the 
examiners look for in a response.  Additionally, students heard from two presenters who sat the examination a couple of years ago and 
talked about their experiences and what worked for them.  Students then could ask questions about the Italian exams and how to best 
prepare for them.  The remaining part of the day was an opportunity for students to practise for their Continuers Oral Exam with teachers 
from different schools and receive valuable feedback on their strengths and improvement areas. 
 
I would like to thank the participating students from CBHSL for giving up their time on a Saturday to be involved in this event and I wish 
you all the best for your exams.                                                                                                                  Mr Mario Gava, Languages Coordinator 

WEDNESDAY, 7TH AUGUST 2019 



 

 

 

Br Steve Roach speaking with Year 11 students from CBHS and 
Edmund Rice College 

 WEEK 3, TERM 3 

 
IDENTITY UPDATE 
ADVOCACY WORKSHOP DAY 
We were very pleased to welcome Christian Brother, Steve Roach to spend 
a day with some of our Year 11 students in partnership with students from 
Edmund Rice College, Wollongong recently.  The theme for the day was 
advocacy and finding a voice against injustice. Steve is an engaging and 
passionate educator and advocate for peace and solidarity and our boys 
were enriched through this experience. 
 
James Rua, from Year 11 who participated in the day commented to me 
after that the interactive aspect of the day both challenged and deepened 
his perspectives on the importance of justice and global solidarity in the 
face of so many contra movements. 
 
I thank the boys for their engagement throughout the day and 
Mr Jonathon Bishop for his organisation in conjunction with 
Mr Bartelme. 
 
WILL 2 LIVE 
This year CBHS has partnered up with Will2Live to provide an opportunity 
for students and staff of Lewisham to assist people experiencing homelessness in inner city Sydney.  Will2Live serves up more than 700 meals 
a week at Central Station.  Twice a term Year 11 and 12 students are given the opportunity to volunteer their time on a Friday night and be a part 
of this wonderful community service experience.  The boys have the opportunity to cook and distribute food and drink and socialise with people 
experiencing homelessness.  
 
 
 

   
Mr Jonathon Bishop, Justice and Peace Coordinator and  

Ms Lucie Farrugia, Assistant Principal - Identity 
 

CURRICULUM UPDATE 
2019 YEAR 10 NESA HSC ALL MY OWN WORK 
Students in Year 10 will commence study of the HSC : All My Own Work (AMOW) program in Week 6, Term 3 and be completed by Week 10, 
Term 3.  
 
It is a mandatory NSW Education Standards Authority (NESA) program that is designed to help Higher School Certificate students to follow the 
principles and practices of good scholarship. All Year 10 students are required to complete the program before commencing senior studies. 
 
This includes understanding and valuing ethical practices when locating and using information as part of their HSC studies. 
 
The program's content is divided into five modules: 

 Scholarship Principles and Practices 
 Acknowledging Sources 
 Plagiarism 
 Copyright 
 Working with others 

 
Thank you to Mrs Tanya Toohey and Ms Tara Howell, Teacher Librarians, both of whom work in the Waterford Learning Centre, who have 
prepared the AMOW Course for the entire Year 10 cohort.  Students will have two lessons together as a cohort to cover the modules, in addition 
to providing two lessons per class in the Waterford Learning Centre (WLC) to complete the compulsory online NESA AMOW modules.   

Monica O'Brien 
Assistant Principal – Curriculum 

http://amow.boardofstudies.nsw.edu.au/
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James Threlkeld (Year 11) with 
the Senior Aggregate Shield 

 
 

 
CSDA DEBATING 
CBHS Lewisham and Good Samaritan Catholic College, Hinchinbrook are the joint winners of the CSDA 
Debating Senior Aggregate Shield after winning the greatest number of debates in the 2019 Catholic 
Schools’ Debating Competition.  This award, previously won by Lewisham’s senior teams in 2013 and 
2016, recognises the depth and consistency of debating proficiency in the senior cohort.  James Threlkeld 
accepted the award on behalf of the Year 11 and SOA teams after the Grand Final at St Ignatius’ College, 
Riverview.  Worth noting too, is the junior teams, having won almost eighty per cent of their debates, 
narrowly missed out on winning the Junior Aggregate Shield.  We are looking forward to doing it all 
again in 2020! 
 
In the interim, the Year 10 team is preparing compete in the Australian Disputes Centre’s debating 
competition, in Castlereagh Street, Sydney, starting on 16th August.  

Mr Paul McCallum 
Debating Coordinator 

 
 
 
 
MCC SPORT REPORT 
The Winter MCC Season in Rugby League and Football has concluded with great success.  Five out of six Football teams won their 
Grand Finals.  Courageous effort by the U15’s saw them go down by the solitary goal.  Our two Rugby League Finalists (U14 and U15) 
were both gallant in defeat in games that were not one-sided.  We now turn our attention to preparing the Athletics and Volleyball 
squads for competition later this term.  Results on Grand Final Thursday: 
 
Rugby League: 
U15 Lewisham   8 v Pagewood  28 Belmore Oval 10:45 am 
U14 Lewisham  18 v Randwick  32 Coogee Oval 1.15 pm 
 
Football: 
U13B 9:30 am Illinden Stadium West Botany St Rockdale vs Kogarah  2-1 Win 
U13A 11:00 am Illinden Stadium West Botany St Rockdale vs Kogarah  3-0 Win 
U14 12:30 pm Illinden Stadium West Botany St Rockdale vs Nth Shore  1-1 Win on Penalties 6-5 
U15' 9:30 am At Lambert Park Leichhardt vs Kogarah 0-1 Loss 
B Grade  11:15 am At Lambert Park Leichhardt vs Kogarah 1-0 Win 
A Grade  1:00 pm At Lambert Park Leichhardt vs Kogarah  1-1 Win on Penalties 5-4 
 
 
 

All parents requiring information about NSW Combined Catholic College teams and events should visit the new website at 
www.csss.nsw.edu.au to download all information and entry forms.  Please note that ALL individual entries and nominations must 
be made by parents of interested students via this process.  Families should check the website for clarification so your sons don’t miss 
out. 

Mr Vince Colagiuri, Acting Sports Coordinator 
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