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A REFLECTION:  A boy watched a butterfly struggle to break out of its cocoon.  Finally the boy could bear to watch no more and, feeling sorry for 
the butterfly, he opened the cocoon and set the butterfly free.  However, after spreading its wings and flying for only a few metres, the butterfly 
fell to the ground and died.  The boy had wanted to help the butterfly by making life easier but in fact, the butterfly needed the struggle to gain 
the strength that would enable it to fly free and live. 
 
Life can sometimes seem like a long struggle, especially when we are young.  It is frightening to think of all the mistakes we could make as we 
strive to grow up into confident people, able to live our own lives.  However without the struggle, with trying hard and making the effort, we can 
never grow.  Nor can we succeed, because success in everything is based on long hours of hard work. 
 
As the boy and the butterfly found out, there are no shortcuts.  Yet in the struggles of life we can find challenge, enjoyment and wisdom.  In the 
end we shall value the prize more deeply if we made the effort, fought the fight and achieved our goals. 

 
Dear Parents, Staff and Students,   
SENIORS AND CARS  Many of our seniors are now in the process of getting licences or cars.  This brings with it enormous amounts of 
responsibility.  A Year 12 student who drives to school must be accountable to himself, his family and his school.  The following reflection 
expresses a very important aspect of our youth culture. 
 
The Coroner in a small town in New Zealand handed down his report on the cause of the death of four young men in a car travelling at over 
150 kph.  The driver, 18 years of age, was well over the permitted alcohol limit.  His four passengers had not been drinking;  one, who was 
wearing a seatbelt, survived.  The report went on to say that the driver had been on a pub crawl with his father that afternoon before he 
arrived at a party where he met his mates.  This party was supervised, with the homeowner speaking to the young man several times during 
the evening as he was concerned at his intoxicated state.  The rest is history.  The Coroner acknowledged the host’s supervision of the party;  
he also noted the effectiveness of the seatbelt.  He deplored the behaviour of the father who drank with his son (two years under the legal age 
in New Zealand) and hoped that the incident would assist in saving lives in the future. 
 
There remains one major unanswered question.  Why?  Why did these four young men get into a car with a potential killer?  Why did he 
drive?  Why didn’t someone stop them?  No-one can answer these questions but they need to be continually asked.  All associated with this 
horrific accident will ask themselves these questions until the day they die.  What’s the connection with CBHS Lewisham?  Well, it could 
happen here.  Some adults were irresponsible in providing liquor for young people;  some young people drink to excess;  alcohol is a stimulant 
which releases tensions and can instil a sense of bravado;  and some young people find it very difficult to say “no” in peer group situations.  I 
often speak to our senior students about their responsibility to one another.  I am convinced that peer support is an indicator of true 
friendship and that this is alive and well at CBHS.  I also implore our students not to take it for granted.  It is something that must be worked 
at, restored after breaking down, cherished as a true gift.  This small community would not have been affected by this horrific incident if the 
bonds existed between these young people were based on true friendship and responsibility.  As our seniors enjoy the freedom cars can 
provide, my prayer is that our young people will take their responsibilities to one another seriously and that peer support will remain a 
strong characteristic of CHBS.  It would be great if you could discuss this with your son. 
 
DEBATING UPDATE   We congratulate the CBHS Year 10 Team which is through the Quarterfinals this week.  The following are the details of the 
debate – supporters are most welcome. 
 Year 10 Team:  Angus McFadden, Callum Whaites, Francis Todd, Joachim Sacapano, Oskar Stubbs will be debating at St Patrick’s College, 

Strathfield from 7.00-8.30 pm (approximately) 
With the guidance of Blessed Edmund Rice, may we continue to strive with strength to be of service to others.   Live Jesus in our Hearts Forever. 
 
Yours truly,  
 
 
Br Paul Conn 
Principal 

 

MORNING BUSES – CHANGES FROM TERM 3 
The school has been advised that there will be some minor changes to morning pick-up 
times on some bus routes effective 28th July.  When the school is advised of details of the 
changes we will inform students and families. 



 

 

 

FROM THE DEPUTY 
It is amazing to note that the conclusion of Semester One is nearly here.  As parents, it can be an opportune time to sit, reflect and discuss the 
progress of your sons at school.  Engaging in conversations about academic attainment, pastoral matters and goals for Semester Two can be 
useful and productive.  This process demonstrates to our boys that parents are interested and “present” in the educational journey of their 
sons.  It also promotes an authentic learning partnership between school, parents and students.  CBHS is always committed to ensuring that 
each boy achieves personal excellence in a Catholic faith filled environment within the Edmund Rice tradition.  The school looks forward to 
working positively with families as Semester Two commences next term. 
 
UNIFORM AND GROOMING MATTERS   
CBHS prides itself on high standards in the area of student uniform and grooming. As we experience the cooler months, please be aware of 
the following expectations: 
 
 Non-school jumper and jackets are not permitted at any time. 
 All students must use the CBHS schoolbag. 
 All students should wear their full school winter uniform, which includes the school blazer, shirt, school tie, long pants (Secondary), 

short pants (Primary) belt, school socks and black school shoes. 
 A school jumper may be worn under the blazer. 
 Grooming should include students being cleanly shaved and hair being according to the expectations of the school.  

 
I urge students to take pride in their appearance and in wearing our uniform.  I thank parents for their understanding and support with this 
matter.  
 
WATERFORD LEARNING CENTRE  The Academic Support initiative continues to be a success with an increasing number of students utilising the 
expertise of staff members and Old Boys in the afternoons to complete assessment tasks, homework and study.  I am convinced that this 
support mechanism is providing significant assistance to students, which will help them achieve personal excellence in their learning. 
 
FACE TO FACE MEETINGS   
From time to time, some parents may feel that they wish to discuss matters personally with a staff member.  This is normal. CBHS, 
Lewisham works hard to be a place of welcome.  However, the school strongly encourages parents to make an appointment in advance.  This 
will allow the relevant staff member to be available to meet and discuss matters.  I thank parents for their assistance with this matter. 
 
LOCAL TRAFFIC   Please note that it is important that parents and carers collecting their sons from the school abide by the Roads and Maritime 
Service road rules which are a framework for safe and efficient movement of traffic on NSW roads.  In recent times, there have been some 
instances of dangerous driving by carers collecting students from the school.  Parking rules should be adhered to as they are designed to stop 
vehicles from parking where it would be dangerous or inconvenient for others.  We are in a suburban area and ask drivers to be mindful of 
not blocking the driveways of local residents.  As a reminder and under instructions by the Inner West Council at a DA Determination, 
students are prohibited from driving to and from school. As such, CBHS students are encouraged to use public transport.  The safety of 
students is of the utmost priority for the school.  
 
TERM 3 COMMENCEMENT REMINDER  As the term is coming to a close soon, please be aware that Term 3 will commence on Tuesday, 23rd July 
2019.  It is an expectation that students return to school in the correct full school winter uniform (including blazer) and that they are groomed 
according to the requirements of the school.  
 
God bless,  

Frank Chiment, Deputy Principal 
 
IDENTITY UPDATE 
Earlier this month, a number of staff took part in training 
facilitated by Chaplain, Fr Trevor, Acolyte, Mrs Debra Cummins 
and myself, to become Extraordinary Ministers of the Eucharist 
when we celebrate Masses at school.  They join a group of 
teachers who had been ministering for us previously.  This is a 
very important role, as it serves to remind us of the importance 
of the laity in our Church. 
 
At Assembly recently we commissioned our newest 
Extraordinary Ministers of the Eucharist as well as those 
previous serving members within our school.  Br Paul Conn led 
the commissioning and below is an extract from that: 
 
“As Ministers of the Holy Communion be, therefore, especially 
observant of the Lord’s command to love your neighbour.  For 
when he gave his Body as food to his disciples, he said 
to them:  “This is my commandment, that you should 
love one another as I have loved you”. 

 
Lucie Farrugia 

Assistant Principal- Identity 
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CBHS Staff who have been commissioned as Extraordinary Ministers 
of the Eucharist 



 

 

 

 
YEAR 12 HOLIDAY STUDY CLASSES 
During the upcoming holiday break, the school will be offering holiday classes for Year 12 students.  Boys in Year 12 will be provided with a 
schedule that outlines the date, time and content for each holiday class.  Students who attend will be taking part in additional content 
revision, the practising of exam skills and working towards the completion of major works.  The school encourages all boys to attend the 
holiday classes offered.                                                                                                      Keith Page, Assistant Principal – Pedagogy and Innovation 

 
GIFTED AND TALENTED 
EXCURSION TO THE 2019 DA VINCI DECATHLON AT KNOX GRAMMAR SCHOOL 
Earlier this term CBHS Lewisham teams from Years 5 ,6, 7, 8, 9 and 10 attended the da Vinci Decathlon at Knox Grammar School, 
Wahroonga.  This annual academic competition is designed to challenge and stimulate the minds of school students in the top 30%.  Our 
young men competed in teams of eight across 10 disciplines including Science, English, Mathematics, Ideation, Art and Poetry, Creative 
Producers, Cartography, General Knowledge, Code Breaking and Engineering. 
 
Some of the comments from our students: 
‘When the day of the Da Vinci Decathlon rolled around I was so excited and ready to do my best in every subject.  It was a great experience going 
to Knox Grammar School and doing our best for our school, CBHS Lewisham.’ Luca G. 

‘The day was really exciting.  It was a great experience because when the tasks were hard, we always found a solution due to working together.’ 
Lucas C. 

‘Da Vinci is a great day and a great experience to learn through a competition with your peers. It tests the various subjects that you learn every 
day and puts your mind to the ultimate test.  I personally enjoyed all parts of the day and I am looking forward to next year's Da Vinci 
Decathlon.’ Philip G. 

‘Da Vinci was a memorable experience which included teamwork, laughter and stress.  Within the first session, I could tell that this competition 
was going to be a lot different from last year.  This year included a lot of hard, well thought-through questions.  Altogether the experience and 
joy that I got from the Da Vinci was incredible and I hope to do it again with the same anger-inducing and laughter enticing team.’ Nicholas T. 

‘The da Vinci Decathlon is an event lasting the whole day consisting of challenging tests, fun activities and an overall test of mental endurance. 
We woke up early, adrenaline pumping through our veins.  Most of us had done the decathlon before but to one of us, the experience was entirely 
new.  .All members of our team had eyes widening in anticipation for the start of the tests. Anxiety took over, and we all feared what could occur, 
what curveball may be thrown, what fork may lie in the middle of the road.  However, when we started the series of exams, every muscle in my 
body relaxed and we all devoted our minds to everything we did.  The day had regular breaks where we recollected our minds for the next section 
and caught up with an old friend.  In the end, we were all proud of the effort we gave on the day and had a very enjoyable time.’ Gabriel W 

‘There were many schools and interactive activities.  Everyone in our group had respective subjects to work on.  These subjects included; Science, 
English, Maths, Art and Poetry, Code Breaking and many more.  At the end of the day the experience was definitely worthwhile and very 
productive with a relaxing day.’ Bailey A. 

‘At the Da Vinci decathlon our team tackled tests on subjects such as English, mathematics, science, code-breaking, creative producers, ideation, 
engineering, general knowledge and cartography.  Each question was designed to be extremely challenging and require us to really think about 
the answer.  I enjoyed the difficult nature of the questions the most, as they required me to use all my knowledge and apply certain principles in 
ways I never thought of before.’ Julian P 

These young men were great representatives of our school and performed well in the highly competitive environment against over 120 teams 
from schools all over NSW.  Their collaboration and teamwork were simply outstanding.  They deserve to be congratulated on their 
achievements.  The students who attended the competition are: 
 
Year 5 team:  Ethan Ross, Luca Guarrera, Daniel Malkiewicz, Michael Alterisio, Evan Nicolacopoulos, Connor Stein, Lucas Colubriale, Austin Mathews 
Year 6 team:  James Crowley, Dimitri Tsovolos, Joshua Budihardjo, Kevin Li, Alexander Patterson, William Hardy, Theofilos Malliaros, Andrea Catanzariti 
Year 7 team:  Marco Mazzotta, Sam Katsaros, Nicholas Tardelli, Philip Gionis, Alex Kokkaris, Liam Macri, Marcus Abal, Lukas Giannakakkis 
Year 8 team:  Jonathan Haklane, Jordan Mavroidis, Zak Theoharis, Paul Elia, Michael Anthony, Gabriel Wong, Anthony Kazzi, Adam Maher 
Year 9 team:  Harry Stathakis, Ned Knoetze, Gabriel Pilatos Hoffman, Alexander Hronis, Luke Nenandic, Jordan O’Connell, Carlos Succar, Bailey Armstrong 
Year 10 team:  Oskar Stubbs, Paul Kaletsis, Joachim Sacapano, Julian Perin, Angus McFadden, Matthew Nair, Callum Whaites, Francis Todd 
 
A special mention must be made of the Year 7, 8 and 10 teams who finished in the top 16 in at least one discipline.  The Year 7 team finished 
in 14th place in General Knowledge. The Year 8 team came 9th in Science and 16th in English.  Our Year 10s finished 13th in Code Breaking, 
7th in General Knowledge and in 13th place in Creative Producers.  Thank you to Mrs Gartrell and Ms Shaw who accompanied the secondary 
students and myself to the event and to Mrs Cooper and Mr Cohen who accompanied the Year 5 and 6 teams. 
 
2019 NSW PHILOSOTHON ROUND 1 
On the evening of Monday, 24th June 2019 Oskar Stubbs, Paul Kaletsis (Year 10), Anthony Kazzi and Gabriel Wong (Year 8) attended the first 
round of 2019 NSW Philosothon hosted by North Sydney Girls’ High School. 
 
This competition provided students with the opportunity to investigate ethical and other philosophical questions in the context of 
‘communities of inquiry’.  The students were engaged in an hour-long inquiry session where they explored questions around the Gender pay 
gap. 
 
Our students must be commended on their philosophical thinking and contributions made to the many discussions that took place during 
the evening.  Their win over St Pius X College, Chatswood sees them heading to the second round of the competition during Term 3. 

Ms Szilvia Soter 
Acting DLC Coordinator 
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MCC SPORT REPORT 
The Winter MCC Season in Rugby League and Football continues with Round 7 this Thursday with teams playing against Pagewood.  Reminder 
we also have Winter Sport Photos this Thursday.  Last week (Round 6 vs North Shore) the results were as follows: 
 
Rugby League: 
U13A 16 all draw  
U13B 18-14 win 
U14 Forfeit win 
U15 Forfeit win 
Opens B 48-0 loss 
Opens A Bye 
 

Football: 
U13A 5-1 win 
U13B 3-0 win 
U14 1-0 win 
U15 3-1 win 
Opens A 0-0 draw 
Opens B 2-1 win 
 

Venues for this week are: 
 
Rugby League: 

A Pagewood v Lewisham Nagle Park 1 2:15 pm 
B Pagewood v Lewisham Nagle Park 1 1.15 pm 
U/15 Lewisham v Pagewood Marrickville Oval 2.15 pm 
U/14 Lewisham v Pagewood Marrickville Oval 1.15 pm 
U/13 D1 Pagewood v Lewisham Nagle Park 2 2.15 pm 
U/13 D2 Pagewood v Lewisham Nagle Park 2 1.15 pm 

 
Football: 
13B'S (H) 1.15 pm Heffron Park (Fitzgerald Ave, Maroubra) 
13A'S (H) 2.15 pm Heffron Park (Fitzgerald Ave, Maroubra) 
14's (H) 1.15 pm Heffron Park (Fitzgerald Ave, Maroubra) 
15's (H) 2.15 pm Heffron Park (Fitzgerald Ave, Maroubra) 
B Grade (A) 1.15 pm Lambert Park Leichhardt 
A Grade (A) 2.15 pm Lambert Park Leichhardt 
 
Congratulations to William Sabolch 9G who has been selected in the NSW U15 All Schools Australian Rules Football Squad.  In late July he will 
go to play the nationals in Tasmania. 
 
All parents are reminded that players are required to wear the respective CBHS Lewisham Rugby League and Football shorts and socks, both of 
which are available from the school Uniform Shop. 
 
Training has been cancelled today (Wednesday) due to the rain over the last three days.  A reminder to parents that if your son must leave 
training early that he gives his manager a signed parental note detailing reasons.  As we have a duty of care we ask parents to be at training 
at 4:45 pm if picking up students.  Any students without a note to leave from the venue or not picked up by 5 pm will be taken back to school. 
 
All parents requiring information about NSW Combined Catholic College teams and events should visit the new website at 
www.csss.nsw.edu.au to download all information and entry forms.  Please note that ALL individual entries and nominations must be done 
by parents of interested students via this process.  Families should check the website for clarification so your sons don’t miss out. 
 
Upcoming Dates: 
Round 7 v Pagewood  27th June    
Spare Round  4th July    
Semi  25th July   
Final  1st August 
 
CBHS Athletics Carnival Tuesday, 2nd July at Homebush  

Mr Vince Colagiuri, Acting Sports Coordinator 
 

Parking at CBHS Lewisham for a school event 
Christian Brothers’ High School is situated in a densely populated location with limited parking availability.  As members of the CBHS 
Lewisham school community, we are all also members of the neighbourhood in which CBHS is situated.  Please help us to be good neighbours 
in abiding by the advice below and making the surrounding streets safe and comfortable for all to use. 
• Consider either organising to share a car with another family or using public transport if it convenient for you to do so. This will serve 

to reduce the amount of traffic in the area for school events, causing less congestion and freeing up parking availability for others. 
• Be careful not to block access to our neighbours’ driveways (either partially or completely).  If a driveway is blocked a resident may 

report the matter to the Police who may then issue a ticket with respect to the offending vehicle. 
• Be observant of any areas where parking is restricted – these areas are clearly labelled. Some roads directly surrounding the school have 

a two hour parking restriction during certain times of the day. 
• Be observant of bus zones. Signs clearly indicate the duration and area of a bus zone. 
• Park safely and legally even if it means walking further to the school entrance. 
• Be respectful of our neighbours when visiting the school and drive in and out of the area in a safe and quiet manner. 
• Take any rubbish with you and not leave rubbish on a footpath or the kerb.  
• Model safe and considerate behaviour for your child – they will learn from you. 



 

 

 

 

68 The Boulevarde Lewisham NSW 2049  |  Private Mail Bag No.2 Petersham NSW 2049  | ABN 55 425 900 934 

Tel: (02) 8585 1744  | Fax: (02) 85851787   |  Email: office@cbhslewisham.nsw.edu.au  |   Web: www.cbhslewisham.nsw.edu.au 

 

 

 
 


