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NOVEMBER – MONTH OF THE HOLY SOULS 
 

Each of us will carry in our hearts the memory of people we love who have gone before us.  Perhaps the loss of them is still very 
painful to recall; maybe we can think of them today with a loving smile. 
 
So, with profound hope in the resurrection, let us remember all those who have died.  Let us be grateful for what we have 
received from previous generations, especially for the love and kindness of our family and friends.  And let us pray that the 
faithful departed will receive from Jesus Christ gentle mercy, rest for their souls and eternal peace. 
 

REMEMBERING 
We all love to be remembered. 

But if we want to be remembered, 
We have a duty also to remember. 

 
Memory is a powerful thing. 

It keeps the past alive. 
Those we remember never die, 

They continue to walk and talk with us. 
 

To our loved ones who have died, 
We want you to know 

That we haven’t forgotten you. 
 

We remember you 
And your memory most definitely 

Brings life to us today. 
 

May the Lord bless and keep you. 
May the Lord let his face shine on you 

And be gracious to you. 
 

May the Lord look kindly on you 
And give you His peace. 

 

 

Dear Parents, Staff and Students, 
 
YEAR 12 FORMAL 
Last Wednesday our Seniors of 2019 gathered for the last time to celebrate their formal with staff and parents.  It was an 
outstanding night where nearly 500 people enjoyed a great evening to celebrate a fine group of young men.  It was great to see so 
many parents there.  This really emphasises that it is a family celebration.  Thank you to approximately 60 staff and partners 
who attended and to Mrs Bronwyn Price who did a great job organising the formal and working with the Seniors of 2019. 
 
CBHS SNAPSHOT 2019 
As we approach the end of the year, I believe we should look at what we achieved in 2019. 
 
Relationships within the community 
When questioned about the strengths of CBHS, students were quick to highlight the value of relationships within the 
community. Students feel cared for and have a strong affinity with their school. It is clear that they value the positive and 
nurturing relationships between themselves and staff that exist at the heart of school life. This is to be commended given the 
diverse ethnic membership that exists within the school community. 
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Safe and Inclusive Communities 
The leadership of staff in the development of the EREA “Live Life to the Full”, the Safe and Inclusive Communities publication and 
its own response to issues of inclusion has provided leadership to other schools in the EREA family. Christian Brothers High 
School Lewisham has demonstrated powerful advocacy on behalf of same-sex attracted students and adults within and beyond 
the community. Of particular note is the student led call to be overt in the acceptance of diversity of all types, including through 
prominent posters with the “All different; all equal; all LEWO” catch cry.      
 
House System 
Quality relationships are fundamental for effective teaching and learning. The school is to be commended on its decision to 
review and further develop the House system. This will further strengthen the quality of teaching and learning where students 
are known, valued and appreciated.   
 
Breadth of Curriculum/Pathways 
The school provides good breadth of curriculum throughout all years and there is a clear commitment to providing the students 
with well-resourced academic and vocational pathways in their final years. Students appreciate the value and the efforts being 
placed on preparing and challenging all students for their post schooling journey. 
 
RISE/Transition 
The school is to be commended for the transition program, RISE (Relational, Integrated, Student-centred Education) to support 
students in the transition from primary to secondary school. The cross curricular nature of the program and the design of 
learning experiences for students is intended to reflect learning principles from Stage 3.  The building of relationships between 
students and between teachers and students builds foundations for future learning. 
 
Primary School 
The primary school is to be commended for the way in which boys are supported educationally and pastorally.  It has strong 
leadership and is well resourced to provide for the needs of the diverse range of abilities.  
 
Information Technology 
The provision of support for technology for students and staff is outstanding.  The IT service model at CBHS enables teachers to 
deliver best learning outcomes for students.  Technology supports technological practice with student learning needs central.   
 
Expression of Diversity of Faith 
There is a great appreciation and acceptance of the diversity of faith in the community.  Whilst the school maintains a very 
authentic Catholic identity, it is open to being faithful to different expressions of Catholicism and is openly respectful to other 
Christian and non-Christian religions including Aboriginal spirituality. 
 
Liturgy, Sacramental and Reconciliation Program 
The prayer and liturgical life of the school is central to student formation.  The chapel is the focal point of the campus.  It is 
accessible to students and members of the school community pray regularly.  A variety of opportunities exist for prayer and 
participation in the religious life of the school – including the sacraments of Eucharist and Reconciliation. The numbers of 
parents attending liturgies such as the Mothers’ day and Fathers’ day mass has increased significantly. 
 
Well-developed Prayer Life  The school Identity and Formation Team are to be commended in the development and provision of 
integrated programs across all years at the School. In particular, the review team acknowledges the well-developed experience 
of prayer and liturgy which exists in the day to day life of all the students. 
 
Professional Learning 
There is been an increased commitment to professional practice linked to the Touchstones.  Whilst linked to accreditation 
and compliance, the primary focus has been on staff growth in relation to setting professional goals, partnering with 
colleagues, mentor groups, review of progress and the use of data. Practical support is provided through release time. 
 
Diverse Learning 
The school has a well-staffed and resourced Diverse Learning Centre covering the whole range of diverse learning needs.  
Whilst students may go there for assistance at times, there is an emphasis on in class support ahead of withdrawal.  Extra 
Curricular opportunites are provided for gifted students.  The school enjoys great success in external competitions. 
 



 

 

 

 WEEK 7, TERM 4 

 
Identity in all dimensions of the school 
The identity of the school as a Catholic School in the Edmund Rice tradition is evident through signage, banners, crests, 
artwork, sculpture and on-line presence which provide well-understood images of Jesus, the Catholic faith, EREA, the 
Christian Brothers, Edmund Rice Education Beyond Borders, the EREA Touchstones and a range of school based initiatives.   
 
Student Formation Program   There is a strong commitment to a student formation program.  The Identity Team is 
intentional and explicit about deepening the faith life of the students through the provision of opportunities for students. 
There is a clear sequencing of these experiences for students from Years 5–12. 
 
Justice in the RE Curriculum 
The EREA Justice and Peace Framework – Heads, Hands, Hearts and Feet – has been implemented as a curriculum program 
within Religious Education.  This provides a sound Gospel foundation for current and future social justice and advocacy 
initiatives.  
 
With the guidance of Blessed Edmund Rice, may we continue to strive with strength to be of service to others. Live Jesus in our 
Hearts Forever. 
 
Yours truly,  
 
 
Br Paul Conn 
Principal 
 
 
CURRICULUM UPDATE 
NEW MATHS SYLLABUS 
2020 is the first HSC examination year for the new Stage 6 Mathematics Advanced, Mathematics Extension 1 and Mathematics 
Extension 2 courses.    
 
YEAR 7-10 SEMESTER TWO REPORTS 
Year 7-10 Semester Two reports will be made available via the Sentral Parent Portal (only) by 5pm on Wednesday 11th December 
(Week 9, Term 4).   
 
Please discuss this report with your son as it contains important information pertaining to his academic achievement in 
Semester Two (Terms 3 and 4 only) and application to studies in each subject, contribution to Homeroom, attendance, 
participation in whole school events and extracurricular activities.  Students have been encouraged to reflect on their academic 
progress in learning opportunities, including both formative and summative assessment tasks, and use all oral and written 
feedback provided by their teachers to improve their understanding of courses studied.  
 
It is worth noting a few key features of the report include: 
  
 a percentage Course Mark and Course Average for each course studied, based on cumulative assessment over the semester 

in accordance with the schedule of tasks and weighs issued by the school. 
 an A, B, C, D or E Overall Achievement grade referred to the Common Grade Scale as defined by the NSW Education Standards 

Authority (NESA)  
 a Grade Distribution in terms of the number of students awarded each A to E grade in the course 
 achievement in a number of learning outcomes expressed by a descriptor:  Excellent, Good, Satisfactory, Elementary or 

Limited. Each descriptor relates to the defined standards of performance referenced to the Common Grade Scale 
 achievement in a number of areas directly relating to Application to Studies 
  
The Course Mark represents the alignment of the raw cumulative assessment result to a standard 0 to 100 performance scale 
common across all subjects.  It is important to note that the Overall Achievement grades and the Grade Distribution provide two 
kinds of information about the academic progress of students.  The Overall Achievement gives an indication of academic 
performance relative to the achievement of course outcomes referenced to nationally defined standards and benchmarks.  The 
Grade Distribution gives an indication of that performance compared with other students in the Year undertaking the course. 
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The issuing of reports is an important time for parents to constructively assess their sons’ academic progress and make the 
necessary adjustments for the new academic year, with the view of making realistic and progressive improvements over time at 
Christian Brothers’ High School Lewisham.   
 
Conanti Corona – a crown to the one who strives.  
 
2019 SEMESTER TWO YEAR 7-10 EXAMINATION COLLECTION 
Year 7-10 examination collection can be:   

 In person: students (only) can collect their examination paper on Tuesday, 10th December, between 2.30 -3.30 pm from 
KLA staff rooms.  

 Alternatively, parents can request an examination paper by contacting the individual class teacher (only) via email. 
Individual class teachers will then organise postage home to residential addresses before Thursday 12th December.     

Monica O'Brien 
Assistant Principal – Curriculum 

MCC SPORT REPORT   
Round 5 of the Summer MCC Competition was unfortunately postponed last week v Ryde due to the poor air quality 
announcement.  These games will now take place in the spare round on 13th February.  
 
Round 6 matches on Thursday this week will be v Ashfield in our local derby. Those boys not involved in Summer MCC Sport 
who are part of the Swimming Squad will train at Sydney Uni during Thursday sport this term. 
 
Matches this week and approximate return to school times are: 
 
Cricket: First XI Bye. Year 11 will remain at school for study while Year 10 will be dismissed  
 15A at Beaman return 5pm 
Touch: All teams at Ryde return 3.45pm, except A Grade Year 10 who will be dismissed at the conclusion of 

Year 10 activities. Year 10 B Grade will still be expected to play today 
Tennis: Henson Park Training except Year 10 who will be dismissed at the conclusion of Year 10 activities. 4 pm 
Basketball: Condell Park Return 3.30 pm 
Swimming at Sydney Uni Return 2.45 pm 
 
NEW TRAINING INITIATIVE 
Brother Conn in consultation with the School Leadership Team and Student Prefect body has decided to trial a new training 
time for our sporting teams that has been suggested by myself and some coaches.  All teams will now train on THURSDAY 
MORNINGS at 7.15 am and then be transported back to school in time for morning Homeroom.  The trial is in response to the 
difficulties that many boys and their families face with a variety of outside commitments after school.  It is hoped that by 
training before school on the morning of the game, that this will remove the majority of obstacles that families are now facing 
in addition to removing the need to carry extra clothing on a Wednesday afternoon.  Training on Wednesday will be 
compulsory for all players. The trial of this new timeslot will continue for the remainder of the summer season before an 
evaluation of the initiative in 2020.  Training venues will be: 
 

Touch at Beaman Wardell and Vera 
Cricket  Opens at School nets, U15 at Beaman,  
Tennis  at Henson  
Basketball  in the McDonald Centre/Superdome 

 
Term 1 2020 
Round 7 6thFebruary v Bankstown Spare Round 13th February 
Semi Final 20th February  Final 27th February  
Grand Final Spare Round 12th March  
 
CB Swimming Carnival Saturday 29th February 2020 7 pm  

Mr David Mamo, Sports Coordinator 
 


