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FROM THE ACTING PRINCIPAL 
 
Dear Parents, Staff and Students, 
 
Being people for others is the very essence of what it means to be in the Blessed Edmund Rice family.  It stands aligned 
with our Touchstone of Justice and Solidarity.  In an era where feeling a constant sense of busyness is becoming 
normalised, taking time to stop, reflect and tap into our sense of interiority is important for our soul.  Being people for 
others is about opening our hearts to the needs of others and demonstrating concern and care for them.  It is about being 
less egocentric in the way we may live our lives and showing generosity towards others.  In the past, Pope Francis has 
highlighted “we walk becoming all things to all people, with the goal of helping others.” 
 
At CBHS Lewisham, we strive to teach our boys the importance of being people for others through the education of hearts 
and minds. In the spirit of Blessed Edmund, our boys participate in various service orientated programmes such as 
Matthew Talbot Hostel, the Beyond Borders Winter Sleep-out, Caritas Project Compassion, St Vincent de Paul Winter 
Appeal, CatholicCare Lewisham visits, Big Kitchen initiative, Cairnsfoot School visits, St Vincent’s Hospital Tierney House 
visits and the Peru Immersion, amongst others. 
 
Jesus provides a lighthouse example of always being prepared to assist and lend generosity to others less fortunate than 
ourselves.  As such, our openness to this mindset may be identified as God’s love in action. 
 
RECONCILIATION WEEK – GROUNDED IN TRUTH. WALK TOGETHER WITH COURAGE 
National Reconciliation Week is held annually between 27th May and 3rd June.  As Australians, it is an opportunity for us 
to learn more about our shared histories, cultures, achievements and to further unpack how we can contribute to 
reconciliation in Australia.  At CBHS, we gathered as a school community today for a special presentation by the Kinchela 
Home Corporation.  The Kinchela Home survivors courageously shared their respective stories about being forcibly 
removed from their families and their experiences at the Kinchela Boys’ Home. 

 
This week, Edmund Rice Education Australia (EREA) launched their new Reconciliation Action Plan (RAP).  This initiative 
will provide practical guidance and actions to further implement reconciliation in our communities.  CBHS is proud that 
our Principal, Br Paul Conn, cfc, was on the Committee that engineered the plan.  
 
As a Blessed Edmund Rice school community, we are committed to ensuring that our young men understand right and 
respectful relationships between the Australian community and Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander peoples. 
 
FRIDAY, 7TH JUNE 2019 - STUDENT FREE DAY 
Please be aware that CBHS will be facilitating a Staff Professional Development Day on Friday, 7th June 2019.  This will be 
a student free day.  Staff will be undertaking professional learning in Instructional Coaching and various other important 
areas, which will add value to teaching and learning on campus. I thank parents for their understanding with this 
matter. 
 



 

 

 

 

WEDNESDAY, 29TH MAY 2019 

DEBATING  
I wish to congratulate our school debating teams who are participating in the Catholic Schools’ Debating Competition (CSDA).  
Our performances in recent weeks have been of a high quality.  Many thanks to Mr Paul McCallum who oversees our Debating 
programme and to the numerous staff members who regularly attend debates and support the boys. 
 
STUDENT SAFETY 
As the school community may appreciate, student safety is always a paramount concern for CBHS.  It is important that 
students are aware and understand the importance of crossing roads at traffic lights and pedestrian crossings.  It would be 
appreciated if parents could highlight these expectations with their sons. 
 
LATENESS TO SCHOOL 
The school day commences at 8.40 am.  Generally, it is an expectation that all students arrive on campus no later than 
8.35 am in order for them to be in Homeroom by 8.40 am.  As a reminder, please be aware that your son will be followed up by 
the relevant Pastoral Coordinator (Secondary) or Assistant Principal – Primary (Primary) if he shows regular patterns of 
lateness. 
 
REST IN PEACE 
The school has been made aware of the news that recent Old Boy, Lucas Issa, recently passed away. Lucas was a much valued 
member of our community and graduated last year.  He was well known for his faith, loyal friendship, and relational 
manner.  He loved CBHS – and we loved him back.  We treasure our experiences and memories of Lucas and find comfort that 
he’s in the palm of God’s hand.  As a school community, we pray for Lucas and his family during this time. 
 
 

Eternal rest grant unto him, O Lord,  
and let perpetual light shine upon him.  

May he rest in peace. 
God bless,  
 
Frank Chiment 
ACTING PRINCIPAL 
 
FROM THE ASSISTANT PRINCIPAL – IDENTITY 
In a world filled with busyness and noise it can become difficult to make time to stop, reflect and connect with God in prayer.  
Parents can be assured that at our school we begin each day and each lesson with prayer and the boys respond to this in a 
way which after many years of being in this community still delights and sometimes surprises.  
 
The call by teachers to begin prayer with their students instils an immediate reaction in the boys.  They stop whatever they 

are doing and whatever they are talking about and concentrate 
wholeheartedly on joining in communion with those in their classes. 

 
Jesus teaches us this profound truth about prayer: 

 
‘ask and it shall be given to you; search and you will find; knock 
and the door will be opened to you’ 
(Mt 7-7) 

 
There are many ways to pray- alone, with others, vocally or in 
silence. Prayer is indispensable for Christians who aim to live a 
moral life.  Traditionally we define prayer as raising our hearts and 
minds to God in Adoration, Contrition, Thanksgiving.  In prayer we 
praise God, express sorrow, express gratitude and often we ask God to 
respond to our needs. 

 
Another way to look at prayer is as a loving conversation with God 
involving both talking and listening.  Prayer requires faith and trust 
in the love God has for each of us and in his wanting only what is 
good for us. I am proud and supported to be in an educative 
community that values prayer so highly and is integral to the 
formation of our students in developing their strong characters and 
gentle hearts. 

Lucie Farrugia, Assistant Principal – Identity Classroom Prayer Space – Ms Ferrone and 6F 



 

 

 

 WEEK 5, TERM 2 

 
 
CURRICULUM UPDATE 
YEAR 7-10 SEMESTER ONE EXAMINATIONS 
Parents and students are reminded that Week 6 of Term 2 is an assessment free week.  Students are to use this lead up time 
to the Semester One Examinations to revise and study.   
 
Students in Years 7-10 will be sitting formal written examinations in Week 7 of Term 2.  The examination schedule has been 
distributed to students in addition to assessment tasks notifications.  Students are reminded that all assessment task 
notifications are emailed to their school email account.  The assessment task notification provides more detail about NSW 
Education Standards Authority outcomes assessed, the weighting and nature of the assessment task. 
 
2019 TRIAL HSC EXAMINATION TIMETABLE  
Year 12 students have been emailed to their school email account a copy of the 2019 CBHS Trial HSC Examination timetable 
and parent letter.  This letter outlines the expectations of the School during the examination period and use of time for study. 
The Trial HSC Examinations start on Monday, 5th August and finish on Monday, 19th August.  Students have been encouraged 
to maintain their motivation and commitment to academic studies. 
 
Year 12 students were involved in a HSC Preparation Workshop on Monday, 27th May by way of continued support for their HSC 
journey to academic success. 
 
2019 HSC WRITTEN EXAMINATION TIMETABLES 
Year 12 students have been emailed to their school email account a copy of the 2019 HSC written examination timetable. 
Students were asked to print this document for future reference and share it with their parents.  This year the HSC written 
examinations start on Thursday, 17th October and finish on Monday, 11th November.  2019 HSC students are able to access their 
personalised exam timetables via their NESA Students Online account.  First time visitors to Students Online can activate their 
account to access their account log in details.  Any students who have forgotten their PIN are now able to use the improved 
forgotten pin function.  

Mrs Monica O’Brien 
Assistant Principal – Curriculum 

 
DEBATING REPORT 
CSDA DEBATING  
Lewisham’s junior and intermediate teams debated LaSalle College last Friday evening, winning all four debates.  
 
The Years 9 and 10 teams argued for and against this being the ‘i-Generation’ while the Year 7 and 8 teams questioned 
whether ‘we are too quick to judge’.  The Year 11 and Senior teams participated in an internal debate arguing ‘that we need to 
learn to disagree civilly’.  The Years 8 and 10 students, on their rostered night, had a friendly debate on the “i-Generation”. 
 
After four rounds, the Senior Open, Year 11 and Year 10 teams remain undefeated while the junior teams have each won three 
debates.  The coaches and debaters are to be congratulated on a very successful start to the season. 
 
We will be debating St Scholastica’s College at Lewisham this week and look forward to seeing you then. 

Mr Paul McCallum 
Debating and Public Speaking Coordinator 

 
Parking at CBHS Lewisham for a school event 

Christian Brothers’ High School is situated in a densely populated location with limited parking availability.  As members of the CBHS 
Lewisham school community, we are all also members of the neighbourhood in which CBHS is situated.  Please help us to be good neighbours 
in abiding by the advice below and making the surrounding streets safe and comfortable for all to use. 
• Consider either organising to share a car with another family or using public transport if it convenient for you to do so. This will serve 

to reduce the amount of traffic in the area for school events, causing less congestion and freeing up parking availability for others. 
• Be careful not to block access to our neighbours’ driveways (either partially or completely).  If a driveway is blocked a resident may 

report the matter to the Police who may then issue a ticket with respect to the offending vehicle. 
• Be observant of any areas where parking is restricted – these areas are clearly labelled.  Some roads directly surrounding the school 

have a two hour parking restriction during certain times of the day. 
• Be observant of bus zones. Signs clearly indicate the duration and area of a bus zone. 
• Park safely and legally even if it means walking further to the school entrance. 
• Be respectful of our neighbours when visiting the school and drive in and out of the area in a safe and quiet manner. 
• Take any rubbish with you and not leave rubbish on a footpath or the kerb.  
• Model safe and considerate behaviour for your child – they will learn from you. 

 

http://educationstandards.nsw.edu.au/wps/portal/nesa/11-12/hsc/key-dates-exam-timetables/2017-hsc-written-exam-timetable
http://educationstandards.nsw.edu.au/wps/portal/nesa/11-12/hsc/key-dates-exam-timetables/2017-hsc-written-exam-timetable
https://studentsonline.bostes.nsw.edu.au/go/access/
https://studentsonline.bostes.nsw.edu.au/go/access/
https://studentsonline.bostes.nsw.edu.au/go/help/forgottenpin/
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REMINDER 
BEFORE SCHOOL SUPERVISION 
Parents are advised that supervision commences each day at CBHS at  
8.15 am. A bell will sound at 8.15 each morning indicating that the  
playground is now supervised by teachers.  Whilst students are  
permitted to enter the school prior to this bell (no earlier than  
7.30 am), parents need to understand that teachers will not be on duty. 
 
AFTER SCHOOL 
The school does not provide supervision after the 3.15 pm bell (2.45 pm 
on Thursdays). 
Students who catch the School Specials are supervised until the buses have departed. 
 

 
 

 
MCC SPORT REPORT 
The Winter MCC Season in Rugby League and Football continues with Round 3 this Thursday with teams playing against 
Randwick.  We congratulate all our representatives at the recent CCC Rugby League Tournament who represented the MCC 
with pride.  Special acknowledgement goes to John Melia (U15) and Michael Coleman (U18) who were both awarded 
Man of the Match in a game each during the tournament. 
 
Venues for this week are: 
 
Rugby League: 
1st XIII and 2nd XIII at Marrickville Oval 
U14 and U15 at Heffron Rugby League fields 
U13A and B at Camperdown Oval 
 

Football: 
1st XI and 2nd XI at Heffron Park (Robey Street) 
U14 and U15 at Lambert Park 
U13 A & B at Arlington Oval 
 

All parents are reminded that players are required to wear the respective CBHS Lewisham Rugby League and Football shorts 
and socks, both of which are available from the school Uniform Shop. 
 
Training continues today (Wednesday) with some location variations because we don’t have competition matches this 
Thursday, students have been advised on their specific details. 
 
All parents requiring information about NSW Combined Catholic College teams and events should visit the new website at 
www.csss.nsw.edu.au to download all information and entry forms.  Please note that ALL individual entries and 
nominations must be made by parents of interested students via this process.  Families should check the website for 
clarification so your sons don’t miss out. 

 
Upcoming Dates: 
MCC Winter Season: 
 
Round 3 v Randwick  30th May 
Round 4 v Kogarah  6th June 
Round 5 v Ashfield 13th June   
Round 6 v North Shore  20th June 
Round 7 v Pagewood  27th June    

Spare Round  4th July    
Semi  25th July   
Final  1st August 
 
CBHS Athletics Carnival Tuesday, 2nd July at Homebush  

Mr Vince Colagiuri 
Acting Sports Coordinator 

 


