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A number of Year 6 boys represented the School at the annual Mass 
to celebrate the feast day of Mary Help of Christians, who is the 
patron saint of Australia. I would like to thank George Apostolou, 
Maximilian Kucelj, Nikolas Lenzo, Dean McPherson, John 
Psarommatis, Theofilos Malliaros and James Crowley for being 
outstanding School ambassadors.  
 

REMINDERS 

1. Please make sure that pickups in the afternoon are from The 
Boulevarde. No pick-ups or drop-offs are to occur in Denison Road.  

2. Boys need to be in full winter uniform from the time they leave the house until they return home. Wearing their 
blazer is required when in public. 

3. Boys need to ensure their socks are pulled up at all times and that their shoes are polished daily. 

4. If going overseas or having an extended time away from school, application for leave must be made to the 
principal. 

5. Travelling on school buses is a privilege, not a right – student behaviour must be exemplary at all times. 

6. Reading is a non-negotiable and must be completed every night. 

7. Please make sure the diary is signed every night.   
 

TEACHER / PARENT / STUDENT CONFERENCES - Tuesday, 20 August 2019 

Primary will be initiating student-led conferences for the August interviews. This means that your son 
will be leading the conference, talking about his progress, naming his strengths and areas to work on 
for the rest of the year and for the following year. These conferences are a way for the boys to take 
ownership of their learning and their goal setting. During the conferences, the boys will show work 
samples and assessments they have completed. At this stage, we are looking at these taking place for 
Years 5 and 6 across the day and the time slots will be at 20 minute intervals. This entails a pupil-free 
day outside each student’s appointed time. 

 

What are student-led conferences? 
A student-led conference is a meeting to share a student’s current level of performance and to set goals for future 
learning.  The student-led conference—which includes a student, family members, and a teacher—replaces the 
traditional parent-teacher conference, giving the student ownership over presenting his work and setting goals for 
future growth. Student-led conferences exist on a continuum from students being present at the conference to 
students leading every element of the conference.  Ideally, the student speaks for the majority of the conference, 
curates his work in a portfolio, and reflects on data from the work and standardised measures. 

  



PRIMARY ATTENDANCE AT THE AFTER-SCHOOL GROUP 

Our School library, the Waterford Learning Centre (WLC), is now operating with new opening hours. The WLC will 
now be open for use by students from 3:15pm until 5:00pm every Monday, Tuesday and Wednesday. This 
opportunity has previously only been open to students in Years 7 to 12. We would now like to extend this opportunity 
directly to students in Years 5 and 6. Due to safety concerns, Primary students may only attend if they are being 
collected by a parent or carer at 5:00pm. Teacher supervision cannot be guaranteed after this time.  
 

Primary students are expected to complete meaningful work while they attend the After-School Group. They must 
be working on homework, assessments or quiet study. There will also be the opportunity to work through 
programmes such as Accelerated Reader.  
 

As this is an after-hours activity, if you wish your son to participate you must sign the permission note that he brings 
home and have your son return it to Mrs Toohey, the WLC Coordinator. In addition, parents must sign up to each 
individual session online as numbers are limited to 25 students each session. This is done using the URL: 
http://signup.com/go/fSwWAou. This link is also available via the ‘Quicklinks’ section on the School’s webpage, at 
the bottom right hand corner, labelled ‘WLC Study Group’. The site requires that you sign in with your email address 
and your phone number – these details will be used to contact you in case of an emergency.  
I strongly encourage all Primary students to take part in this worthwhile activity in order to further their studies.     

 ~   Mr Keith Page, Assistant Principal – Pedagogy and Innovation 
 

NATIONAL RECONCILIATION WEEK 

To foster positive race relations, the relationship 
between Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander people 
and the broader community must be grounded in a 
foundation of truth. Whether you’re engaging in 
challenging conversations or unlearning and 
relearning what you know, this journey requires all of 
us to walk together with courage. 
We recently commemorated National Reconciliation 
Week with a visit from members of the Kinchela Boys’ 
Home Corporation. They gave a very interesting 
presentation to the whole school about 
intergenerational trauma experienced by their 
descendants.  

 

WAYNE BENNETT VISITS CBHS LEWISHAM 

We recently had a visit from South Sydney Rabbitoh’s coach, Wayne Bennett. During his 
visit, he spoke from the heart about his life and some of the lessons he has learnt. The 
following shows some of the ideas he presented to the students:  

1. Self-reflection - Be totally honest with yourself. One of the greatest challenges in life 
is us and being the best version of you.  No one tells more lies than you, to you. Don't lie. 
Teach yourself to value your opinion.  

2. Live above the line - Don't lie, blame, justify and make excuses. Take full 
responsibility. What choices have you, your family and your business made to live above 
the line? When coaching Brisbane Broncos, his mantra was, “Is that playing above the line?” 

3. Stop comparing - Don't compare yourself against others in your team. When you do you are playing at their 
standard and too often in doing so we pick a soft target. True nobility isn't being better than someone else but being 
better than your previous self. There will only be one person who knows if you played your absolute very best and 
that is you. The greatest players I have ever coached don't compare to others... that's why they’re the greatest. 

4. Change - The world will continue to change with or without you. Be comfortable with change. Nothing will ever 
remain the same. You're either getting better or getting worse. You won't be staying the same. Things will simply 
move forward with or without you. Get on with it.  

5. Dream - You're never too old if you can dream. But people die when they don't have a dream. Never stop dreaming. 
Be flexible. But don't stop dreaming.  

6. Values - Something that should never change. They must remain constant. They make you who you are. Know 
what you stand for. 



7. Commitment vs Promise - Every time you have promised to yourself you have just lied to yourself. You want to 
commit to oneself. When you commit there is no fallback position. You're committed.  

8. Sad - I don't do sad. I hate sad. No one likes sad. The only reason people do sad is because they refuse to let go of 
the baggage that comes with sad. Don't beat yourself up about things over which you have no control. 

9. Focus - Stop looking at what you don't have. Focus on what you do have.  
 

Da Vinci Decathlon 

Two teams recently competed at the da Vinci Decathlon, a competition designed to challenge and  
stimulate students’ minds. Congratulations to the following students on their effort: 
 

YEAR 5 

ETHAN ROSS   LUCA GUARRERA   DANIEL MALKIEWICZ   MICHAEL ALTERISIO 

CONNOR STEIN   LUCAS COLUBRIALE   EVAN NICOLACOPOULOS   AUSTIN MATHEWS 

YEAR 6 

KEVIN LI  DIMITRI TSOVOLOS    JOSHUA BUDIHARDJO   JAMES CROWLEY   

WILLIAM HARDY   THEOFILOS MALLIAROS   ALEXANDER PATTERSON   ANDREA CATANZARITI 
 

In preparation for the Decathlon, students completed tasks of similar style to those presented on the day. Below is 
a poem, written by Dimitri Tsovolos (Year 6) on the theme of ‘Landscapes’:  
 
 
 

Stepping on the land, 

The whirring halts 

Doors slide shut 

The moist air assaults. 

Lollipops scattered, 

They’re blue top trees. 

The islands rise 

From the deep green seas. 

The colours are rich 

The landscape is calm 

Unexpected skies 

To my fears, a balm. 

The mysteries unending 

Rewards lie hidden 

A place in reverse 

Waiting is forbidden. 

The mission holds 

It’s challenging risks. 

My journey lies 

Over these cliffs. 

No moment to marvel 

The time is now. 

Help will not materialise - 

Forward I plow 

 
 
1. Students were asked to write about their da Vinci Decathlon experience: 

“You have ten minutes left!” screamed the host. Sweat streaming down my face, the panic on every one of my 
teammates’ faces made me feel like we needed to also perform under pressure and still keep our cool. The da Vinci 
Decathlon gives you feelings that da Vinci himself would’ve gone through. In the Art and Poetry it came down to the 
last second to finish - a truly brilliant poem by Dimitri. We were very unlucky not to be placed in the top three in a 
few sections. If I had to sum up the day, I would say it was truly invigorating. ~ William H 



 

When the day of the da Vinci Decathlon rolled around I was so excited 
and ready to do my best in every subject. It was a great experience 
going to Knox Grammar School and doing our best for our School, 
CBHS Lewisham. It was very intimidating seeing the first question on 
our English paper, but after the first session it was so much easier to 
concentrate and I really enjoyed the day. I hope I will go there again. 
~ Luca G 

 

The da Vinci Decathlon was extremely fun and interesting. It was 
challenging but it also taught me some valuable lessons like working 

as a team and making sure that everyone does something. The bus ride was enjoyable as well; we were all chatting 
and laughing. All in all, it was a challenging and wonderful day. ~ James C 
 

The da Vinci Decathlon was really fun because it got us to work as a team. I also enjoyed thinking outside the box 
and helping my friends.  ~ Daniel M 
 

As I walked through the gates of Knox, I felt privileged to be there. It was an amazing experience. I loved the subjects 
in the sessions and the countdown at the end of each activity. Everyone was intrigued in the competition. We worked 
hard and it is just one of the most amazing occasions you will ever experience. ~ Austin M 
 

2. What did you like about the da Vinci Decathlon? 
What I liked about being part of the da Vinci Decathlon was that 
it was a really hard challenge. It’s not every day that you feel 
like you’re a real genius, and on the day you feel like you belong 
in the world of the masterminds. Meeting new schools was one 
of the best aspects, new people and new ways of thinking. ~ 
William H 
 

I enjoyed Ideation and Arts & Poetry. Ideation was fun because 
I had to think, ‘What would happen if this were real? How 
would it solve the problem?’ I liked Art & Poetry because I like 
making poems and my partner (Michael Alterisio) was a really 
good artist.  ~ Daniel M 
 

Meeting new kids, socialising and having fun with friends. Challenging tasks pushed us to our limits ~ Theo M 
 

How it is very competitive. Being able to work on all worksheets. Working with your friends.  ~ Evan N 
 

All the tasks were really fun and enjoyable. During the recess and lunch breaks, I saw some of my old school friends. 
The atmosphere of the day was amazing. The friendship bond we all created. Designing our table cloth. The General 
Knowledge at the end.  ~ Lucas C 
 

3. What didn’t you like about the da Vinci Decathlon? 
Nothing was disappointing about the da Vinci Decathlon; it really was a treat to go to.  ~ William H 
 

There wasn’t anything that I didn’t like, because it was such a great day.  ~ Luca G 
 

The rush and pressure from the time limit, although it was a relief to finish the task.  Michael A 
 

How nerve-racking it was before the test because I haven’t done it before. ~ Evan N 
 

Nothing, I liked everything about it.  ~ Lucas C 
 

I didn’t dislike anything. It was just an awesome experience.  ~ Austin M 
 

4. How can we improve the preparation for the Da Vinci Decathlon? 
The schools that win actually have classes for da Vinci. The table behind us actually won and the teamwork and the 
way they went about it was amazing. They were deserved winners. I think we need to go in our own time to practise 
the past years’ papers. I can’t say we needed more time to practise because Ms Cooper and Mr Cohen did an excellent 
job in helping us prepare for the day and all the time they put into it was exhilarating. ~ Will H  



 

YEARS 5 & 6 PUBLIC SPEAKING COMPETITION 
 

TOPIC SUGGESTIONS OR CHOOSE YOUR OWN 

Do superstitions still exist?  The life of a sloth.  Turn off your TV and do something interesting.  

Is there life on other planets?  Mac vs PC. Why you should never eat fast food.  

Climb every mountain.  Gaming is educational. Winning is not what matters. It is all about trying.  

If it ain't broke, don’t fix it.  Money changes everything. What I would do if I was a billionaire. 

Never say ‘never’.  ‘Reality TV’ is anything but real. What makes a good teacher? 

Trash or treasure.  Parents just don’t understand. You don't need a lot of friends to be happy.  

Tagging is art.  Is technology moving too fast for us humans to keep up? 
 

Public Speaking Tips 

• When your child can choose their own topic, encourage them to pick topics that are of personal interest. 

• Guide them to use a variety of information sources including family discussions, the library or the internet. 

• The use of a mind map may help you start brainstorming to get the ideas flowing. Ideas can then be expanded 

upon to start building the speech.  

• Help your child develop interesting beginnings and endings to their speeches, but always in a way that is 
meaningful to them. An interesting beginning to the speech should grab the attention of the audience and set the 
tone for the rest of the speech.  

• Interesting ideas and appropriate language for the age and maturity of the child should be in the main body of 

the speech. Some facts, examples, quotes and opinions should be included here.  

• You should have a strong and obvious close to the speech that ties all ideas together and leaves a lasting 

impression.  

• A natural delivery without an abundance of hand gestures or dramatic movements.  

• A smile and real interest in the topic being delivered.  

• The speaker should not introduce him/herself at the beginning of the speech. He/she should not say ‘Good 

morning’ etc. The opening statement should be the actual beginning of the speech. 

• When speaking, remember to: 

* say the ends of words clearly 
* speak loudly enough for the people at the back of the room to hear 
* vary their pitch and pace when it makes sense to do so 
* look at the audience 

• Use palm cards. Cut pieces of paper small enough to fit into the palm of one hand. Young kids may have picture 
clues to help them remember each part of their speech. Older kids should plan their speech out on sheets of paper 
first, then pick out the main points and write keywords for those points on the cards. 

• Spend time listening to your child's speech. Try to avoid doing other things at the same time because they need 
to practice looking at faces when they talk. Give feedback on how they present and time them with a stopwatch 
so they can pace their speech to meet the time they have been given. 

 

Remember, a relaxed, well-prepared speaker will exude confidence and therefore will always be a winner. 
………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………… 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 

CBHS AUTUMN SOIREE 

Congratulations to Mr Vince Tavernese and the 
Music Department (Mr Carlos Munoz and Mr 
Jody Ohl) on the recent Autumn Soiree which 
was a great success. Well done to the Primary 
boys who performed on the night as part of the 
CBHS Vocal Group: 
John Paul Roumie, Joshua Budihardjo, Xavier 
Attard, Max Kouris, James Crowley, Jackson 
Jnaid, Maximillian Kucelj, Theofilos Malliaros, 
Dimitri Tsovolos and Pietro Pagano  
 
 
 
 

 

OLD BOYS & TEACHERS’ REUNION  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

~ Mr Mark Woodbury, Assistant Principal – Primary  



Waterford Learning Centre 

 
 
 
 

 
Accelerated Reader Term 2  

Now that the end of term is fast approaching it is a good time 
to take a look at the progress of our Years 5 and 6 students 
towards their Accelerated Reader goals. Many students have 
grown their literacy skills impressively over the course of the 
semester, achieving far beyond their target goals with scores 
over 150 - 200 percent towards target. Others still have some 
work to do before the Semester One end date, but overall we 
are very happy with the effort put in by the majority of students 
so far. 
 

As a reminder to students who wish to take on a more focused 
approach in regards to our Term 3 Accelerated Reader 
challenge, please take note of the following important points: 
 

❖ Students should be reading a minimum of 20 minutes per 
night (as homework) 

❖ All reading needs to be recorded in the student’s diary 
❖ Students receive a merit if they achieve 100% on an Accelerated Reader test (the book MUST be recorded in 

their diary to receive the merit) 
❖ All books read as part of the Accelerated Reader 
challenge must fall within the student’s individual 
suggested reading range (as found in their Accelerated 
Reader account) 
❖ Student Accelerated Reader reports are glued into 
their diaries fortnightly 
❖ Students are required to achieve above 80% 
comprehension on average 
 
We wish all Primary students the best of luck with achieving 
their reading goals this semester and look forward to seeing 
what they will achieve over the rest of this year. 

~ Ms Howell and Mrs Toohey  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  



 

 

 

 

 

IMPORTANT DATES 
 
 

TERM 2, 2019 

Week 8  Wed 19 June  Maths Olympiad Junior Division - Years 5 & 6 Contest 2  

 Mon 24 June 5C & 5E State Library Excursion 

 Tue 25 June 5P & 5L State Library Excursion 

 Fri 21 June St Vincent de Paul Fundraiser: $2 MUFTI DAY - Donations going towards Night 
Patrol sandwich-making 

Week 10  Tue 02 July Yr 5 Notables/Yr 6 Science Fair evening – Open Classes 5:00–6:30 pm 

 Thu 04 July  Rugby League Gala Day 

 Fri 05 July  Term 2 Concludes 

TERM 3, 2019 

Week 1 Mon 22 July Staff Spirituality Day - Pupil Free Day 

 Mon-Fri 22-26 July  NAIDOC WEEK 

 Tue 23 July  Term 3 Commences 

 Wed 24 July NAIDOC Assembly 

 Fri 26 July  ALLWELL Testing Yr 5 2020 9am -2pm  

Week 2 Wed 31 July  Maths Olympiad Junior Division - Years 5 & 6 Contest 3 

 Wed-Fri 31 July–02 Aug  Yr 6 Canberra Excursion  

Week 5 Mon 19 Aug  Primary Book Week  

 Tue 20 Aug  Parent / Teacher /Student-led Interviews  

 Wed 21 Aug  Author Presentation - Martin Chatterton  

 Wed 21 Aug  Maths Olympiad Junior Division - Years 5 & 6 Contest 4 

 Fri 23 Aug  Br B M Gartland Assembly – House Champions Presentation  

Week 6 Wed 28 Aug  Father’s Day Mass 

Week 7 Tue 03 Sept  ICAS Digital Technologies Competition  

 Thu 05 Sept ICAS Science Competition 

 Thu 05 Sept CBHS Spring Social Soiree 

Week 8 Wed 11 Sept Visit to Mary MacKillop Museum 5C & 5P  

 Wed 11 Sept  Maths Olympiad Junior Division - Years 5 & 6 Contest 5 

 Thu 12 Sept  ICAS Spelling Competition  

Week 9 Wed 18 Sept Visit to Mary MacKillop Museum 5E & 5L 

 Thu 19 Sept  ICAS Mathematics Competition  

Week 10  Fri 27 Sept  Term 3 Concludes 

TERM 4, 2019 

Week 1 Mon 14 Oct  Term 4 Commences 

 Tue 15 Oct  ALLWELL Testing Yr 7 2020 

 Fri 18 Oct  Nominations for Primary Leaders 2020 due 

Week 2  Fri 25 Oct  Speeches by nominated Leaders for 2020  

Week 3 Fri 01 Nov  School Assembly – Announcement of School Student Leaders 2020  

Week 5 Mon 11 Nov  Speech Night practice Town Hall – Travelling in by train  

 Mon 11 Nov Speech Night –Sydney Town Hall 7pm  

 Tue 12 Nov  Student Free Day  

 Fri 15 Nov  Old boys / Staff Mass & Reunion 

Week 6  Mon 18 Nov  Orientation Day Year 5 2020  

 Mon 18 Nov  Yr 6 Excursion off site  

Week 7  Thu 28 Nov Indigenous Awards Evening  

Week 8  Wed 04 Dec  Advent Liturgy  

 Wed 04 Dec  Term 4 Concludes  

 

~ Mr Mark Woodbury, Assistant Principal – Primary 
 


